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E have for a long time 
WA been us d 4 hear the un- 
thinking People (as they 
are 1 5 2 3 
bg the Conforming Clergy ) 
run us down, with a great Noiſe ; as if, 
becauſe they have been told, We were not 
Miniſters; therefore We are not ſo : 
With this Cry of theirs, withaut any 
Proof, We have been mſulted m the open 


IFreets. 


And yet de have (with Putience) 
born it; becauſe we know that our Wit- 
nefs is in Heaven, and our Record is 
on high: We are not afraid to carry our 
Appeal thither ; and there wwe are vvil- 
lng to have it tried. In the mean time, 


be PR RFACE. 

let the Holy Scriptures be the Rule of 

Judgment between them and us. 
Hlitherta we bave not deny d 1 
Characler; nor do cve (ſo. far as they act a 
the Miniſters of Chriſt) envy their Suc- 
ceſs: it is as much, if nut more, than 
They and We, with ww united and ut- 
moſt Endeavours can do, to bring the 
many Souls ta Glory, that aur bleſſed 
Redeemer died to Save? nor is it to be be- 
liev d, that be does, or ever did employ 


* 
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n. 5 UE 1 
But whether They will allau Us to 
do it, or nt; We muſt and will plead 
for Ourſelves, (what We are ſure can 
never be diſ rau d) that, whether they be 
Miniſters of Chriſt, or not; ſuch We 
are. Js this Caſe, We neither depend 
upon Our Ordination by meer Presbyters; 
nor do We quarrel with Thers — 
Hands of a Prelate ; We readily. own, 
both Theirs, and Ours (which is maſt 
| 2 to that of all the Reformed 
Churches) 16 /o far valid. But what 
we chiefly inſiſt upon, 16, that No Man, 
(wha 
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any uſeleſs Hands, in this great De- 


The PREFACRE. 


(whatever us his ee? cas make 


any One a Miniſter of Chriſt, that Our 
Lord Jeſus Himſelf dues not make ſo. 


Mie bare indeed, here in England, 2 


Form of Making Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons ; and We Fea; ee ons 
of the Church, where We often read of 


der any Character) can make whan they 


wll Minifters, it is not at all ſtrange, We 
ſhall nat think it ſo, that they unmake Us ; 


of Our Lord Jeſus to ſupport Our Pre- 
tenſſons. 85 

However, tho We bave Nothing, 
(ſave Our Lord's - Commiſſion) to 
ground Our Claims upon ; tho We can- 
not therefore ſo much as pretend to have a 
Paſtoral Relation to any People, but 
thoſe who chuſe to put themſelves under 
Our Charge; tho We have no Legal Ti- 
tle to the Publick Temples or Revenues, 
which are to be diſpoſed of as the Law 
directs : Tet We ſtill plead, and are upon 
any Occaſion ready to prove, that We are 
Miniſters of Chriſt. 1 
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Ou. 1 us. did not not ap- ö 


point \the' Office, > but it a5 Originally 
of Man's making: if it Et, Gol- 
pel-Law, that has directed what Quali- 
fications are neceſſary for a Miniſter, but 

it ij altogether indifferent what the Per- 
ſon , or his Qualifications are 4 if any 
can ſo bleſs. thaſe wuhomtthey Oruaum to 
the. Miniftry,. as to ſecure the Succeſs of 
theip.Laboirs : if they, who above all 


their. Brethren, do claim the Peculiarity of ca 


making Miniſters," can alſo take upon 
themſelves. to give an Account, in the 
Final Judgment for all whom they Or- 
dain, and for 1 b tbro the 
Neglect of ſuch; let the Morid ſtill treat 


Us with Contempt, aud We are _— | 


to lie down under it. 


But if the Office of tbe Miniſtry UE 


ſaf be from Chriſt, and bas no Powers 
belonging to it, but what He has given: 
if We have all the Qualifications by 
which only He has many out the Per- 
ſons, 5 0 He will (in any Age) em- 


ploy in that Sacred Work : rf be bas, and 
does own Our Bala, and attend 


u 


The .P.anrIion "3 
en uith the moſt deſirable Succeſs: tt 
Caſe that is controverted bet uren Us, and 


thoſe that would, invalidate our Ad mini- 
rations, appeal to the Judgment - Seat 


ay to Us, Well done, good and faithful 


Servants ; Wejaze very little reaſon to 
e diſturb d at what others ſay in the 


leave our laſt A : and ſay, as the 
great Apoſtle (in _—_ phy Fe did) 
t is with-Us a very ſmall Thing, that 
Ve ſhauld be judged of Man's Judg- 
ment, for He that will judge Us (and 
] add, Our Accuſers too) is the Lord. 
I ae any room to add, that this 
Way (in which the worthy Author of 
be following Sheets, has choſen to pro- 
ceed) 15 what, I am perſuaded, will at 
loaf? gain a Conviction, even with thoſe 
who at preſent will not, either thro" In- 
tere, or the Prejudices of Education, 
allow the Validity of Our Ordmations. 
And to tell the Reader, that the Charge 


RT D Fi. wo, A not IPODS oo, WO 


(b 


of Chriſt, and /hall at that Day hear hm 


mean time: And here it is, that We 


The Paz; ATE 


(ibo deliver d ſo | beſere the Sermon 

;ſelf ) 15 yet thong fit to he annexed to 

- '#ﬆ:3 Gables in fo miih fitted to ſerve the 
ſame G and Good Deſi. 


| London, OR. 
ny. 1775. 


| B. ROBINSON R 
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ORDINATION of the 
Reverend Mr: THC. HALT. 


T ? 


I Cor. Iv. 1. 


Lit « Man * account of as, as of the Miniſters 
of C briſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of. 


God. 


2 . * 
8 1 


HETHER we referral Words | 

ro the ſurrounding Context, or 
outing our Regards to What i is 
moſt directly included in them, 
we ſhall find, that the main ſco 
of em is, both to vindicate t e 
Apoſtles againſt the Aſperſions of 
others; and to regulate our A 
prehenſi ons concerning all thoſe, 
- whom . Chriſt hath given for the Education of his 
Church and People. 

The 7 Chapter informs us of one of the 
moſt ſubrle Devices of Satan; improvin the Weak- 
neſs of Perſons ro creare Diviſions in the urch ; ſer- 
ting up, as we are told, one Miniſter aboye and a- 
gainſt another; that they All might loſe the Succeſs, 
and Souls might be deprived of the Benefir gf their 


Miniftry : Some ſaid, they were ef Paul; others, they Ch. t. Th 


were o Apoltos ; others again, they were of Cephas ; 
and a fourth Party, rhey were 4 e as if Chriſt 
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Himſelf, che Head of | all, were divided both in Him- 
ſelf, and from his Members; or as if his Miniſters, 


ſome of em were able to ſave em, and others were 
not to be regarded. . . 

This ſeems to have been the unhappy State of this 
Church of Corinth; to Whom — "a the Apoſtle 


tho t it neceſſary to direct this, and the following 


Epiſtle; wherein He hath Octaſion, more than once, 
ro charge very home, and to argue very cloſe upon this 
Head: But there are two Arguments mote eſpecially, 
which He urges in the former Chapter, the One at 
the Beginning, the Other towards the Cloſe; both 
which are of excellent Uſe ro diſſwade from rhis fatal 
ian Ferrer. | 
The 1ſt is taken from the Inſtrumentality of Mini- 
ſters in the Great Work of Faith and Salvation: this 
Argument he begins at the 5th, and purſues it thro ſe- 
veral Verſes: the Force of which conſiſts in this; that 
Miniſters are indeed Inſtruments, and ſo was Apollos, 
as well as the Apoſtle himſelf: Aqho then is Paul? ſaith 
he, or who 3s Apollos? but Miniſters, by whom Te be- 
lieved ; and therefore none are to be deſpisd: Bur then 
they are only Miniſters; and can do nothing of Them- 
ſelves, bur as God gives both Aſſiſtance, and Succeſs ; 
for Paul plants, and Apollos waters, but God gives the 
Increaſe, and therefore None are to be idoliʒ ' 
_ The 24 Argument is taken from the Intereſt and Pro- 
priety they had in the Uſeful Labours of Miniſters : 
and this Argument he begins ar the 21/2. Verſe, and 
ues it to the Cloſe of the Chapter: Therefore, ſaith 
he, let no Man glory in Men, for all Things are Tours, 
_whether Paul, Apollos, or Cephas. They were All gi- 
ven for the Benefit, and Edification of Ch 
If therefore They had any Benefit by em, They had 
Reaſon, ſo far, ro value 'em ; and if They would nor 
deprive themſelves of this Benefit, They ſhould rake 
Care not to flight, or deſpiſe 'em. | 


* 


What now He had deliver'd by Way of Argument: 
He here ſums up by Way of Exhortation or Direction 


in the Words of our Text. Let a Man ſo account of 


Us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 


ſteries of God. 


40% % Let a Man; every One, both Man, and Woman, 


that belong to the Church of Chriſt, that are under 
17 Our 


riſt's Church: 


S. g. n rarer re 
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our Care, or attend our Adminiſtrations; let“ em all, res 


to a Man, ſo. Account of Us; have ſuch an Apprehen- Aye. 


ſion, Eſteem, and Opinion of Us, and that grounded 
upon ſufficient Reaſons, let em ſo Account of Us, as os 
of Miniſters; Servants, or Under-Officers, to Chriſt ; ixngilas- 
the Lord, and Head of his Church, and Stewards of the ggcorauurs. 
Myſteries of God; or fuch as are ſet over his Houſe, to worne/an- 
diſpenſe forth rhoſe Myſteries, or Ordinances, which 
God hath inſtirured for the Benefit of his People. 

This ſeems to be the literal Senſe of the Words ac- 
cording to the Force of the Original; and, being thus 
explain d, may be caſt into this Form of Doctrine: 
That, ſince Thoſe, who are given for the Edification of 
the Church, are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 
of the Myſteries of God; They ought to be ſo accounted of 
by all Thoſe, who would profit under their Adminiſtra- 
tions. | 

Here now are rwo Things, chat require a diſtinct, 

and particular Conſideration, 1/t. That Thoſe, who are 
given for the Edification of the Church, are Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God; and 2dly. 
Thar ſuch Perſons ought ſo to be accounted of by all Thoſe, 
who would profit under their Adminiſtrations : The For- 
mer relates to their Real Character: the Larter to the 
Fuſt Apprehenſion, Due Eſteem, and Right Opinion, we 
are to have of 'em. 

1/? then, For their Real Character, that Thoſe, who 
are given for the Edification of the Church, are Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God: The Apoſtle had rold this Church of Corinth, 
that all Things were Theirs ; whether Paul, Apollos or 
Cephas. Chriſt gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Epb. 4 1. 
Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, and Teachers ; and all for the 
Benefit of the Church; for the perfecting of the Saints, 
for the Work, of the Miniſtry, and for the Edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt : Whether they were ſent in an extraor- 
dinary Manner, with extraordinary Qualifications to 
lay the Foundation; as Paul amongſt the Gentiles ; and 
Cephas, or Peter amongſt the Fews : or in an ordinary 
Way with common Gifts; as Apollos, and others, to 
raiſe the Super- Structure of the Chriſtian Church; 
for Paul planted, and Apollos watered ; Whether, I ſay, 1 Cor. 3. 
the One, or the Other; they were both deſign d for 6. 
the Benefit of the Church. of God gave to every Mas. _— 
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Ch, 12.7. what he hath, fo he gave ir to profic withal, that 1s, to 
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promote the Edification of his Church, and People, 


Bpb.4.13. Leid we all conie, in the Unity of the Faith, unto a per- 


fect Man. And in this Senſe it is, that Goſpel Mini- 
ſters, and their Adminiſtrations are the Churches Pro- 
perty, that belong to Her, as her own ; for whoſe fake, 
and upon whoſe Account they were at firſt given, and 
both are and ſhall be continued ro the Worlds End, 
till the whole Myſtical Body of Chriſt ſhall be com- 
plear in all irs Members, and in its full Stature. Theſe 
Perſons now, that are thus given, are, according to 
their Real Character, the Miniſters of Chrift, and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God. Where we have four 
Things briefly ro conſider ; 1ſt. hom they ſtand re- 
lated to, viz. Chriſt; 2dly. What Relation they ſtand 
in ro Him, vix. as his Miniſters ; 3dly. What is com- 


mitted to em as ſuch, viz. rhe Myſteries of Ged ; 4thly. 


How they are to act with Reſpett to em, viz. as Stewards, 
1ſt. Who it is that theſe Perſons, given for the Edi- 
ficarion of the Church, ftand related to, viz. Chri/t : 
They are Hz Miniſters : Not that they are ſo peculi- 
arly His, as ro exclude either the Father, or Spirit: 
They are Stewards of the Myſteries of God, as well 
as Miniſters of Chriſt : They are the Meſſengers of rhe 


Mal. 2. 7. Lord ef Hoſts, and whom rhe Holy-Ghoſt hath made O- 


+ verſeers ; But, as in the Oeconomy of Salvation, tho 


there be an entire Concurrence of All, yer is there 
alſo a diftint Conſideration of each Perſon in the 
Trinity, ſo may they be moſt peculiarly called, the 
Minifters of Chriſt. | | 

If. In Reſpect ro the Purchaſe he hath made. Tis 
Cbriſt, who is the great Purchaſer of all Bleſſings ; 
who, by his bitter Sufferings, and accurſed Death, harh 
ſo far expiated Guilr, as to procure all Mercies ; for 
He, that ſpared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
Vs all, how ſhall He not with Him alſo freely give Us all 


1 Cor. 15. ings ? Now, as without the Purchaſe of ſuch Bleſ- 


Flad not our Saviour come, ſuffer d, and dy d; b 


ſings, the Miniſtry had been intirely vain, it being only 
a Means to the Enjoyment of em; ſo is it in itſelf a 
moſt Valuable Bleſſing, and Favour, which the Church 


. owes to the very Blood of Chrift : Tis becauſe He hath 


purthas'd it with his own Blood, that the Holy-Ghoſt bath 


malle them Overſeers, to feed and take rhe Care of it: 


\ 
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2 Denk, ſecur'd all Bleflings; with the Inſtru- 
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ments, and Means, for the obtaining of Them, there 
never had been ſuch an Order of Perſons given for the 
Edificarion of his Church; and therefore are they 
moſt peculiarly His Miniſters. ' 1 
2dly. In reſpect to the Mediation he hath underta- 
ken. Tis Chriſt, that acts between God and Man; 
is the Medium of Communication, Intercourſe, and 
Correſpondence betwixt the One and the Other: If 
| God attempt any gracious Deſjgn upon Man, it is in 
| Chriſt; and if Man apply to the great God, it muſt 
| be the ſame Way: now, in both Reſpects, he acts by 
his Miniſters, ſo far as their Capacity reaches; Tis in 
If Chrift that God #5 reconciling the World to himſelf ; and 2 Cor. 5. 
| hence is the Word of Reconciliation committed to his 8 59: 
| Miniſters, and They are to act as His Ambaſſadours, 
and in Hy Stead : If Minifters ſeek to God on the Be- 1 Tim. 2. 
: half of others, ir muſt be in the Name of Chriſt, and 1, 6. 
becauſe there is one Mediatour betwixt God, and Man, 
the Man, Chriſt Feſus : as therefore this Mediation is 
Undertaken by Chriſt, ſo muſt They be moſt peculiar- 
ly Hs Miniſters. | pas 
34ly. In Reſpect ro the Adminiſtration, that is com- 
mirted to him. Tis Chriſt, who manages all the Con- 
cerns of his Goſpel-Kingdom ; having all Judgment, 
Power and Authority pur into his Hands, as he tells us 
moſt expreſly, in Contradiſtinction, tho not in Oppoſiti- 5 
on to his Own Father: The Father, faith he, Fudgeth no Job» 5. 
Man; tho he is the abſolute Sovereign, yer dorh he 22- 
not act immediatęly by Himſelf, for he hath committed 
all Fudgment to the Son; whom, eſpecially ſince his 
Sufferings, he hath highly exalted, even far above all Prin- Epb. 1. 22. 
cipalities, and Power, and Might, and Dominion: ſo that 8 
e is, in a peculiar manner, Lord of Al, who hath all 49; 10. 
Power given Him, both in Heaven, and upon Earth; and 36. 
hereupon doth he commiſſion, and fend his Miniſters ; 
Go ye therefore, faith he, and reach all Nations : Chrift Mat. 28. 
then, che great Adminiftrarour of his Father's Govern- 18, 19. 
ment, whom all Men are bound ro Honour, as ſuch, 
may well claim a Propriery in rheſe Miniſters, whom 
he employs to carry on his Work among Men. 
* 15 Reſpect ro the Relation, he ſtands in to his 


has mt. r 


en 1 


% a. ant e 


Church, are they Hs Miniſters: Tis Chriſt, who is | 
» || moſt peculiarly call'd 7he Head of his Church : now, as Eph.5.23. 
* | 1 3 = 
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this Relation notes both Authority, and Care; ſo, in 
both Reſpects, are They, as peculiarly Hs Miniſters; 
Cb. 4. 10, Whom, when He aſcended up far above all Heavens, He 
11. gave for the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, and for the Edifying of his Body. He is Head 
over all Things, but then it is to his Church; and He 
Per. 16. is the Head of his Church; who will, therefore, rake 
| Care, that She be furniſn d with thoſe Miniſters, and 
_ Adminiſtrations, that are Inftruments, and Means, to 
convey his Grace for the Increaſe, and Edification of 
his People : Thoſe then, whom he ſends, and employs 
for this Purpoſe, may well be call'd, and chat in a pe- 

culiar Manner, the Miniſters of Chriſt. Bur, 
2dly. We are now to conſider the Relation theſe Per- 
ſons, givgn for the Edification of the Church, do ſtand 
in ro Chriſt: viz. as his Miniſters : His Servants, as 
Col. 3. 24. the Word in General imparts. Bur ſo are All his Pep. 
| ple, as they ſerve the Lord Chriſt ; Obeying his Will, and 
__ Obſerving his Inſtitutions : and therefore there muſt 
be a peculiar Senſe, in which Theſe Perſons are his Ser- 
' yants ; Which the Word alſo intimates ro Us, as it 
fgnifies, their being Under-Agents, and Under-Offi- 
vg. cers in his Church: Miniſters in Contradiſtinction 
| to private Members. And ſo They are the Miniſters of 

Chriſt, | 


John 15. 1, As they are Under Him. The Servant is not grea- 


20. ter than hy Lord. The beſt Miniſter muſt not com- 


pare with his bleſſed Maſter. Even Moſes, tho faith- 

Heb. 3. Ful in all his Houſe, was yet only a Servant; Whereas 
$,6., Chriſt, as a Son, was over his own Houſe, He is the 

1 Pet. 5. Chief Shepherd: and all Others, let their Capacity, Sta- 
5. tion, Faithfulneſs, or Succeſs be what it will, are but 
Heb. 13. Under- Shepherds to Him : He is the great Shepherd of 
20. bis Sheep; and all the Honour, they have, and Honour 


eno it is, to ſtand related to Him, as his Miniſters, 

Officers, and Agents, whom He is pleas'd to ſend, and 

John 13. employ, to do His Work ; and, moſt certainly, He, 

16. that is ſent, is not greater, than He, that ſent Him: They 
23 are His Miniſters, as they are under Him. _ 

2dly. As they derive all Their Authority and Uſeful- 

neſs from Him. Whatever They have, that makes them 

ſerviceable in his Church; that is all owing to Chriſt, 

as His Gift beſtowed upon them, and His Commiſſion 

granted to them: Tis He, that Qualifies; He, * 

| : a 


An Ordination- Sermon. 
Aurhorizes; He, that 48 ; He, that that aſſiſts; 
He, that encourages; Yea, and He, that ſucceeds 
them: Bur our Sufficiency s of God, faith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 34 
who hath alſo made Ul able Miniſters of the New Teſta- 5, 6. 
ment : This Ability, that we have from him, includes Chap. 2. 
the whole of our Capacity, as Miniſters, to do Good 16. 
in his Church, and we have nothing in or of our Selves: - 

Me are not ſufficient, as He tells us, 2 Think any Thing, 
15 of our Selves ; Who then is ſufficient for theſe Things of 
That therefore they are Miniſters, is from Him, 

34ly, As They are ſolemnly devoted to the Service and 
Goſpel of Chrift, ſo are They his Miniſters. He it is, 
that appoints the Work, and they are engaged to under- 
take it; He gives the Commiſſion, and they receive 
it; He ſays, pom ſhall I ſend? and they are made to 7/9-6-8. 
reply, every one for themſelves, Here am I, Lord, ſend 
me. And hereupon, are they ſolemnly ſeparated to the Rom. 1. 2. 
Goſpel of God, i. e. to the Work, whereunto he hath cal- Ads 13. 
led Them ; and ſo they are his Miniſters, as they are 2. 
devoted to the Service of God in the Goſpel of bis Son: 
He ſends, or, as the Word imports, he Thruſts; but 
then he Forces None, againſt their Wills, into his Vine- 
yard: PTis as they freely underrake his Service, and 
in a ſolemn Manner, are put into the Miniftry, that they 
are his Miniſters. | | | 

4thly. As they are Accountable ro Him, ſo are they 
his Miniſters : He hath given them the Talents, They are 
to improve; and ſet them the Work, they are to do: | 
Tho' he is therefore abſent Now; yet are They, every ö 
one of Them, ro give an Account, both of Themſelves, %; 1 
and of Their Flock to Him : They watch for Souls, as ,. 

Thoſe that muſt give Account: Yea, tho Their Lord 1477. 25 
may delay his Coming; yet moſt certainly will he come 19. 
at laſt to reckon with his Servants : The Apoftle, in 1 Cor. 4. 
the very Context, I know, faith He, Nothing by my Self: 4. 

i. e. I am nor conſcious of any ſuch Neglect, as will at 
laſt condemn me; yet am I not hereby juſtify'd ; i. e. 
Tis not my own Sentence of Approbation, that will 

derermin my Caſe : No; He, that Judgeth me, is the , 

the Lord, whoſe Miniſter, and Steward I am. Bur, 
3dly. We are now to conſider. what is committed to 

Theſe Miniſters, viz. the Myſteries of God. As the ve- 
ry Pagan Religion had its Myſteries, its Sacra and Ar- 
cana, into which its ſeveral Votaries were A ſap. 

ome 
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he | 
1 Cor. 10. 
21» 


Eph: 3.9. 


1 Cor. 5 


ſome would borrow the Word from thoſe abominable 
Cuſtoms ; and diſtinguiſh the One from the Other, as 
the Apoſtle doth, when he ſpeaks of the Cup of the Lord, 
arid of the Cup of Devils, of the Table of the Lord, and of 


the Table of Devils: Bur, ſurely, we need no better Ac- P 


count of rhe Word, than what the Apoſtle himſelf gives, 
when he ſpeaks of theſe Myſteries, as being hid from 
the Beginning of the World, By them are moſt certainly 
meant. al he ſeyeral Truths, Diſcoveries, Diſpenſari- 

Jrdinatices of the Goſpel. And they are call 
Myſteries. 1 


ons an 
i/t, As they ſurpaſs; the Capacity of human Nature to 
ad out. They are fuch Myſteries, as never could have 
deen known by us, had they not been firſt reveal'd to 
us: The Myſtery of Faith is above the Reach of bare 
Reaſon, and. requires a ſupernatural Revelation to in- 
form us of it; as the Apoſtle at large ſhows, Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have enter'd into the Heart 


f Man, the Things which God hath prepar'd for them, that 


bl 


love him, but God hath reveal d even them to us by his Spi- 
rit. The great Doctrines, Privileges, Bleſſings and 
Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, were, of them, intire 
Myſteries, before they were agency ; and muſt for 
ever have continu'd ſo, had they nor been diſcover'd 
by that Spirit, which ſearcheth all Things, even the deep 
Things of God: For what Man knoweth the Things of 4 
Man, ſave the Spirit of Man, which-gs in him? even ſo 


the Things of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. 


2 Tim. 1. 
10. 


lievers under the 


Tit.2.1 1 : 
eneOa ry, 
Col. 1. 26 · 


Matt. 13. 
| ts 


 2dly, As they were, in a great Meaſure, conceal d un- 
der the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation; and made manifeſt on- 
ly by the Appearing of Feſus Chriſt ; Nor bur that Be- 

| Id Teſtament had a Revelation, as 
well as We; bur then that Revelation was very dark 
and obſcure, in Compariſon of what we enjoy under 
the Goſpel : Now 1s the Grace of God ſaid to ſhine forth in 
its Luſtre and Brightneſs ; and God hath made known to 
Us the Myſtery of his Will, which, from Ages, and Gene- 
rations paſt had been hid under Emblems, Types, and 
Figures: and therefore, tho now they are reveal d, 
yer might they well be call d Myſteries, in reſpect to 
the Time paſt, or the former Diſpenſation, under 
which they had been kept ſecret: For, faith our 
Saviour, to his Diſciples, many Prophets, and Righteous 


have 


Alen have deſired to fee thoſe Things, which ye ſee, and 
1 
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and have not heard Them. Yea, 


Zaly, As They are ſtill hid from ſo great. a Part of the 
orld, may they be call'd Myſterzes. As We could 


know nothing of Them befote they were reveal d, ſo 


but few enjoy the Revelation in Compariſon. of the 


vaſt Multitudes, chat ſtill lie in Darkneſs, and ſee no 
Light. What are Theſe Things but intire Myſteries to 


Pagans, Fews, and Mahometans? How much are they 


obſcur d by the Errors, and Superſtitions of Popery ! 
Yea, how are they clogg'd by the Doctrines, and: In- 
ventions of Men ! How little do profane Perſons re- 
gard them! How much do mere Profeſſors pervert, 
and abuſe them! in a Word, How. little are they 
known, except by Thoſe, who really are the People, 
and Children of God! 


of 


have not ſeen Them, and to hear thoſe Things which ye hear, 


Who have receiv d his Spirit, ly * Cor. 2. 


which they know the Things which are 77 given to them of . 
0 


God, Aud t whom he manifeſts Himſelf 


rance, Error, Profaneneſs; and Hypocriſy : by Reaſan 


as he doth not to Jobn 14. 
the World, that in a manner is overſpread with Igno- 12, 


of theſe, how great a Myſtery muſt the vefy Gofpel of 2 C or. 4.3. 


Chriſt be! as being hid from tlie far greateſt of the 
Wodd, - 2 N 

Abl, As Theſe Things Are fo lieſle known by the very 
Beit here in Compariſon. to what they ſhall be hereafter, may 
they with Reaſon eno' be called Myſteries: The moſt 
extenſive, the moſt profound Knowlege, and Experi- 
ence, tliat the greateſt Proficients in Chriſtianity can 
have of theſe ſublime Myſteries, is far from reaching 


that clear View, and full Enjoyment, that is to be had 


of them above; where that, which is perfect, ſhall come, 


and that; which is imperfect, ſhall be done away: for here? . 


we know but in Part, and propheſy but in Part. The 
Diſcovery itſelf, tho it be thro' a Glaſs, under the Goſ- 


pel and ſo, much clearer, than That, under the Law, 
8 


yer but dark, and faint, ro what ſhall be made, 
when we ſhall ſee Face to Face, and know, even as we are 
known : At that Day ſh 


Knowledge :. Then ſhall all Myſteries, both of Grace 
and Providence, be unveiled, and our Knowlege, and 
Enjoyment too ſhall be perfect in all Reſpects: Where- 
as here we have ar moſt bur a Glance, and Taſte 7 
C | "= "ll 


1 Cor. 13. 


h all we know, that Chriſt 2s in the John 14+ 
Father, and He in Us, which at preſent is ſo great a a | 
Myſtery !- Then ſhall we know that Love, that paſſeth £1 "375+ 
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and — may theſe Things ſtill be call'd Myſte- 
ies. ut. | Ns Sms 
Ah. We proceed now to conſider, How thoſe Mi- 


niſters are to Act with reſpect ro theſe Myſteties, viz. 
as Stewards: A Steward is One; ro whom the Concerns 


of a Family are committed, which He is to manage 


in his Lord's Name for the Good of thoſe, that belong 
Luke 12. to it: Who then i that faithful, and wiſe Steward, ſaith 
42. our Saviour, whom his Lord ſhall make Ruler over his 
Houſhold, to give them Their Portion of Meat in due Sea- 
ſon ? with reſpe& then ro rheſe Myſteries, of which 
Miniſters are Stewards, they are, by Virtue of their 

Office, bound to act theſe 4 following Ways. 
1/t. As Stewards they ate to Diſpenſe theſe Myſte- 


Epb. 1.4, ries of God. As every Man hath received the Gift, faith 


TO. the Apoſtle Peter, fo let him Miniſter the ſame, One to 
another, as gocd Stewards of the manifold Grace of God; 
which, as we find by the next Words, he applies to the 

Oracles of God, thoſe very Myſteries, that are commit- 
ted to ſuch Perſons : They are therefore to declare the 
| Truths, and ro adminiſter the Ordinances of the Go- 

1 Cor. Ii, ſpel: They are to deliver, and impart that to Others, 


23» which they have themſelves received of the Lord: They 


muſt rake all Opportunities ro unfold, and diſpenſe 

Ti theſe Myſteries; Their Life muſt be a Life of La- 
n, bour and Diligence. Preach the Word, ſaith Paul to 
* Timothy, be inſtant, in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all Long-ſuffering, and Dottrin, W har 

they receive in, they muſt be laying out; that God's 


Houſe, and Chriſt's Family ſuffer not by their Negli- 


gence. Again, 


241y. As Stewards they are to diſpenſe theſe Myſte- 


ties, exattly as they were committed to em. They are 
not ro embezzle their Maſter's Goods, nor to adulte- 
2 Gor. 2. rate theſe Myſteries of God. For we are not as Many, 


28 ſaith the Apoſtle, thas corrupt the Nord of God ; but as 


of Sincerity, as of God, in the ſight of God ſpenh, we in 

Chriſt. There is a Dealing deceirfully with theſe My- 

ſeries ; a putting off falſe Ware inſtead of good Com- 

modity, as that Word ſignifies; - noting both the End 
purſu d, nothing but Gain; and the Hay taken, which 

1 Cor, 4. Is all Deceit and Fraud: Whereas Faithfulneſs is the 
4. neceſſary Qualification of a Steward, and as Neceſſary 
with reſpect to theſe Myſteries, that Miniſters do not 

5 corrupt 
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corrupt the Word of God by Alteration, Addition, or 
Diminution; that neither the Truths, nor Ordinances 
of the Goſpel, nor the Myſtery of Faith, nor the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Myſtery be adulterated by the Errors, or 
Impoſitions of Men. i 

3dly. As Stewards they are to diſpenſe theſe Myſte- 
ries in their Lord's Name; as Acting by Virwe of rhat 
Truft, that is put into their Hands: While they are 
Diligent in diſpenſing theſe Myſteries, and Faithful in 
F keeping cloſe to their Commiſſion, they both may, and 
i ought to make uſe of His Name to enforce what they 
a ſay, and back what they do: Under Him are they Luke 12. 
i Rulers over the Honſhold, inveſted with ſuch Autho- 42- 
rity as will effectually ſecure, and bear them out; and 
therefore are they to ſpeak, and act with all Authority. Tit, 2.15, 
A Steward, perhaps, may nor be able to pleaſe every 
0 peeviſh Member of a Family; bur if he hath his Lord's 
z Warrant, and Approbation for what he doth, he's not 
of only ſafe as to himſelf ; but all he does with xeſpect to 
Others is of Force, and ſtands good: ſo ler us but act 


5 in Chriſt's Name, and according to his Commiſſion; 
= and we need not fear, bur he will own, approve, and ra- 
5 tifie what we do, let Others cenſure us, as they pleaſe. 


4thly. As Stewards are they to diſpenſe theſe Myſteries 
e for the Good of tho Church. "Tis for the Benefit of the 
Family, that the Concerns of it are put into the Hands 


s and under the Care of a Steward: and tis moſt cer- 
1 tainly the Benefit of his Church that Chriſt deſigns, 
4 and purſues in Appointing theſe Stewards.” Their Pow- 2 Cor. 10. 


5 er, Truſt, and Authority is given for Edification, and 8. 

not for Deſtruction: They are Stewards to give to every 13. 10. 
Member his Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. This is the Hat. 24. 
Fo very Deſign of their Office, and the Work they are 45: 

to do; which requires both Skill, and Compaſſion : 2 Cor. 11. 
Compaſſion, to have the Cale of every One at Heart; 29- 

J. and Si, ro know, how to divide the Word of God a- 2 Tim. 2. 
right; ſo as to give to every One, what peculiarly be- 15. 

1 longs to him, a Word of Inſtruction, Counſel, Re- 

FP proof, Encouragement, Terror, or Comfort, as a Per- 

1 on's Caſe may require. Thus muſt Miniſters act for 

4 | the Good of Chriſt's Church : Their Hearts muſt be 7 
h ſet upon doing Good: And they muſt take Care, that | | 


e Nothing, on their Part, be Wanting to the Beneſit, 
7 and Edification of Thoſe, Wr are fix d, | 
"SOAP 2 | as 1 
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as Stewards of the Myſteries of God, as well as Mi- 


niſters of Chriſt, This for their Rea! Charadter. | 


.. 2dly. We proceed to conſider, the Apprehenſion, E- 


| fteem-and Opinion, we are to have of em: Let a Man 
Jo Account of Us, ſaith the Apoſtle, as of the Miniſters 


Mat. 11. 
205 c. 


agi 


of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God: and 
moſt certainly ſuch Perſons ouglit fo to be accounted 
of by all rhoſe, that would profit under their Admini- 
ſtrations. This is the grand End of a Goſpel-Miniſtry; 
not barely that Perſons might enjoy Ordinances; for 
this they may do to the beſt Advantage, and in great 
Abundance; and yet drop into Hell at laſt: yea, their 


Condemnation is the heavier, by how much greater 


their Privileges are above Others; as our Saviour tells 
us, with reſpect to Chorazin, Bethiſaida, and Capernaum. 
The great Queſtion then we are to propoſe, and the 
Grand Concern we have to Mind, is, what we are the 
better for the Means, we enjoy: We are to attend up- 
on all Goſpel-Advantages, that we may be the better 
for em. Now, in order hereto tis needful, that we 
ſhould. ſ% Account of thoſe, who adminiſter, and di- 
ſpenſe them, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew. 
ams of the Myſteries of God. The Word in the O- 
riginal, ſigniſies ſuch an Apprehenſion concerning Per- 
ſons, or Things, as is founded upon ſolid Reaſons, 
and good Grounds; even ſuch, as will bear us out in 


dur Apprehenſion, and make it appear to be both Juſt, 


85 ſuch Perſons; and the Ground of that Apprehenſion. PE; 


and Neceſſary ; and ſo we are naturally lead ro confi- 


ſider both the Appreben/ion itſelf, we are to have of 


1ſt. The Apprehenſion it ſelf, that we are to have of 
ſuch Perſons; let a Man ſo Account of Us, as of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 


God, Our Apprehenſion of em ſhould be exactly ac- 


cording to their Real Character, and no otherwiſe: 


Poop are Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 


eries of God, and ſo they are to be accounted: of by 
Us: Neither raiſing the Account too high, nor ſink- 
ing it too Jow ; both theſe extremes ſhould be carę- 
fully avoided, as being equally fatal, and pernicious. 
Y _ We-ſhould noc rai/e our Account of them too 
10 There is an Idolizing, as well as a Deſpiſing of 
iniſters: a Thinking of em, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 


above that, which is written, and this may be done 


7 
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Iſt. With reſpect to their State as Men; and Mer 
of like Paſſions, with our ſelves. Such they are at beſt, 
and no better: as the Apoſtle James tells of that ex- | 
cellent Prophet Elijah, who by his Prayers could both 
reſtrain, and procure the Showers of Heaven: As | 
great a Prophet, as he was; he was ftill but a. Man, James 5. 
and 4 Man ſulject to like Paſſions, as we are; The {ame 17. 
muſt be ſaid of of the Miniſters of the New. Teſta- 2 Cor. 4. 
ment: as rich a Treaſure, as they have in them, evey 7 
the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, yet is it but in earthen 
Veſſels, that derive. all from withong ; and, in them» 
ſelves, are of a mean, baſe, and frail Conſtitution. 
Whatever therefore their Excellencies are, we ſhould 
not think of em above that, which we ſee em to be, or that * Cor. 12, 
we hear of 'em, as the Apoſtle cautions with reſpect ro 6. 
Himſelf, even tho he had been tranſported into the 
third Heaven. | Chriſt is pleas'd ro employ Men in the 
ſame State, of the ſame Nature, and under the ſame 
Concern with our ſelves; and tho they are called An- 
gels, Stars, and Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, yet we ſhou'd 
not think that of em, nor expect chat from em, which 
is above the State, and Condition of fallen Man. 
2dly. With reſpect to their Attainments: The beſt are 
but fallible, and ſubjeft to Miſtake .; and, unleſs they 
keep cloſe to their Commiſſion, they will moſt cer- 
tainly err: The Word of God is, and muſt be the 
Rule of All they do; To the Law, and ta the Teſtimony, 1ſai. 8. 
fairh the Prophet, if they ſpeak not according to this 20. 
Mord, it is becauſe there is no Light in them: We ſhould | 
therefore call no Man Rabbi; we ſhould look upon no Mar. 13. 
Miniſters, as Maſters of our Faith, or take any Thing 8, 9, 10. 
upon - Truſt, meerly becauſe it is ſaid by this, or that 
Perſon, or Miniſter, without bringing it to the Rule, 
and trying it by the Word of God: This were a De- 
ference too great to be paid to any fallible Creature 
wharſoever, and conſequently ro Miniſters, who pre- 
tend not to have the Dominion of our ' Faith. Let their 2 Cor. 1. 
Attainments then, their Gifts, and Graces be what 21. 
they will, yet ſhould we be ſearching the Scriptures daily, As 17- 
io know, whether the Things delivered do agree with **: 
thoſe ſacred Oracles, or no; as the Apoſtle commends 
the Bereans ice with reſpect to Himſelf : We 
certainly raiſe Miniſters too high in our Apprehenſion, 
and Eſteem, when we think their bare Word ſufficient 
0 proye every Thing they lay. 340. 


14 


x Cor. 3. 
5 6. 
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34h. With reſpect to their Office : They are but Mr. 
niſters, Inſtruments, and Under- Agents; and can do no- 
thing of rhemſelves, without che divine Preſence, Au- 
thoriry, Aſſiſtance, and Bleſſing. Who then is Paul > 


and Who j Apollos? but Miniſters, by whom ye believe? 


Paul plants,” and Apollos waters, but God gives the En- 


© creaſe, Thoſe then raife Miniſters too high, that reſt 
in their bare Adminiſtrations ; as if it were eno, to 


engage their Prayers, and attend their Preaching, with- 


| put theinſelves looking for Acceptance; and Bleſſing 


from Chrift, who alone can authorize, and ſucceed the 
Adminiſtrations of -his Miniſters. -Whar, Sirs, can you 


expect from us, if you are never eoncern'd, that God 


or with You ? We freely profeſs, that, of our ſelves, 


Mat. 23. 
8. 

A Cor. 1. 
10. 


would own, aſſiſt, and bleſs us in what we do for You; 


we cannot ſave. our ſelves; how much leſs then can we 
fave thoſe that hear us ! the Succeſs of all, we do, muſt 
be expected, both by Us, and Vou, from Him, who 
ſends and employs us, as his Miniſters; take heed 
then of depending upon the Labours, and Aſſiſtance of 
the beſt of Miniſters, without being earneſt for thoſe 
gracious Influences which are abſolutely neceſſary, and 
to be deriv'd only from Chriſt, the chief Shepherd. 
(-athly. Wirh reſpect to the Relation they bear to One 
another. They are all of em without Exception, the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 


God; And therefore, as they ought not themſelves to 


Affect a Super#ority, One over Another; ſo the Peo- 
ple ought not to ſer up One in Oppaſition to, or in 
Contempt of another. This ſeems to have been the 


Fault of theſe Corinthians: Some of whom were for 


Paul, eminent for his Judgment: Some for Apollos, who 


was as eminent for his Eloquence: Some for Cephas, as 


noted and eminent for his Zeal : and Some for Chriſt, 
who was moſt Peculiarly the Head of his Church. 
Twas certainly very lawful to value each for his per- 


| ſonal Gifts and Uſefulneſs ; and a Duty, to have a ſu- 


pream Regard ro Chrift, as the chief Shepherd: but 
when they ſet up One in Oppoſition to Another; even 
tho it were Chriſt himſelf in Oppoſition to, and Con- 


tempt of his Miniſters; as this latter were an acting 


contrary to Chriſt's Rule, ſo the Former were à Rai- 


ſing our Account of his Miniſters, any One of em, 


too high, and Thinking of em above that which 1j writ- 
f r ten; 
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ten; Which therefore we ſhould rake heed of; and ſo 
Account of em Al as Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 
11> || the Myſteries of God. But as we are not to raiſe our 
Account roo high, ſo neither r 
Fn. 2dly. Should we fink, it too low: but we ſhould fo Ac- 
reſt count of em, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of rhe Myſteries of God; for as the Exhortation 
ch. limits, fo doth ir fix our Apprehenſions of them in this 
Caſe ; and tho we ſhould not think of em, abbve what 


7 nd keg Pear nn 

+= || we ſee in em, or that which is written concerning 
* em, yer we ſhould ar leaſt think ſo much of em, and 
5 od | accordingly, AE 


1ſt, We ſhould Own, and Aſſert their Character, a. 
gainſt all the Prejudices, and Aſperſions of others, If bare 
Charges, and Accuſations, Calumnies, and Slanders 
i were ſufficient ro blacken their Character, Miniſters 
would in all Ages be the very worſt of Perſons : Yea, 


eed the more truly, and eminently they have appear d to 
= of be Chriſt's Miniſters, the more Contempt, and Odium 
ofe bath a malicious World caſt upon their Character as 


ſuch. This was the Treatment our Saviour met with 

5 in the Days of his Fleſn. They not only loaded his 

one Perſon with Reproaches, bur their Cavils were moſt 

che directly levell d againſt his Miſſion. Ee know, ſay they, Jobn 9. 
« of | that God ſpake by Moſes, as for this Fellow, we know not 29. 

sto | whence he is. The Apoſtle's found the very ſame Trear- 
ment, when they were made the Filth, and Off-ſcouring of 1 Cor. 4. 
in all Things; and no wonder, that all other faithful Mi- 4, 13. 
the niſters ſhould ſuffer the like Abuſes; whereas, if we 

fir ſo account of em as Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 

cho! of the Myſteries of God, we ſhall be ready ro Own, 

- as | and Aſſert their Character, againſt all ſuch Prejudices, 

jj, | and Aſperſions. | 

"<h.N| 2419. We ſhould encourage, and aſſiſt their Perſons un- 

der the Difficulties, and Diſadvantages of their outward 

ſu- Stare. As it is not Greatneſs in the World, that can 

bur recommend em to Eſteem, ſo neither ſhould their 

ven | Meanneſs expoſe em to Contempt. Ihey deſerve, as 

on- | Miniſters, purely under that Character, an Honorary 

ing Reſpect, and Allowance for their Works-ſake, Les * Ti”. 8. 
ni. the Elders, that rule well, be counted worthy of double Ho- 7. 

em, our, eſpecially They, that Labour in the Nord, and Do- 

uit. fHrine. Yea, as the Apoſtle had frequent Occaſion to 

ſpeak of his Infirmities, Meanneſs, and Difficulties, ſo 


ha 


2 
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* 
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| Eel. 4.13, he mentions it to the Honour of Thoſe, that: did not de- 
14. ſpiſe, or rejett bim becauſe of em, but had Compaſſion on 


Him; We ſhould judge of Miniſters by their Office, 
and Uſefulneſs; and nor by their Circumſtances in 
the World; nay, Chriſt has taken Cate, that accord- 


ing to their Difficulties in that Reſpect, they ſhould re- | 


| ceive anſwerable Encouragement from his People, jor 

1 Cor. 9. ſo bath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel, 
14 ſhould liveof the Goſpel, _ 

_  3dly. We ſhould Attend, and obſerve their Adminiſtra- 

tions, as they are intruſted with rhe Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Mal. 2. 7. The Prieft's Lips, ſaith rhe Prophet, ſhould kgep Know- 

ledge, and They ſhould ſeck the Law at his Mouth, for He 

1 the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hojis: As They are Stew- 

ards of the Myſteries of God, and are bound ro dil- 

penſe thoſe Myſteries ro Others, ſo ſhould theſe be rea- 

dy to rake all Opportunities for the Enjoyment of ſuch 

Goſpel Diſpenſatlons: They are very great Privileges, 

what we have Reaſon to prize, and value, and to bleſs 

God for; But then we ſhould ſhow our Eſteem of 

em, and Our Gratitude for em, by our Aﬀtendance 

upon em: a Minifter's Work and Office is to preach 

2 Tim. the Word, and to adminiſter all Ordinances, yea, zo be 

4, 2. inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ; and furely then the 

eople's x is to be diligent, and conſtant in hear- 


they adminiſter, 
Aby. We ſhould, in what they do, as Miniſters, Re- 
gard God, and Chriſt, whoſe Stewards, and Miniſters they 
are: They are the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts; and 
| fo far as they ſpeak according to his Mind, and Word, 
1 Theſ, 2. we ought to receive their Meſſage, not as the Word of 
3. Man, but as it is in Truth the Word of God: They are 


- 2 Cor.11, Stewards of the Myſteries of God, and ſo far as they di- 


23. ſpenſe theſe Myſteries, we ought to attend upon them, 
as what they have received from the Lord: They are the 

Miniſters of Chriſt, and ſo far as they act in his Name, 

Heb. 12. we ought to give the ſame heed to them as unto Chriſt, 
25. who ſpeaketh from Heaven : "Tis true, we neither need, 
nor oughr to believe, or receive any thing upon-their 

bare Word: bur if they deliver any Truth, or diſpenſe 

any Ordinance according to Chriſt's Appointment, it is 

nor ſo much Therrs, as His, and fo to be regarded, ob- 

ſery'd, and embracd by Us; and, this way, do we 

is: a- 


ing the Word, and in obſerving the Ordinances, which i 


$1, 


i and hk. to 2 tas ge A +1. 


account of em, as of the Miniſters of. Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myfteties of God. Bur as we have 
conſider d the Apprehenſitn; we ought to have of ſuch 
Perſons ; ſo let us conſider, 6 | 

2dly, The Ground of this Apprehenſion. We may well 


allow, that God requires nothing of us in this Caſe bur 


upon ſufficient Ground, and ſolid Reaſon : and indeed, 


hi Ordination- Arman. 0 


: A 
1 * 
© - 
S " 
© 
* ” 
P 4 
* 
* 7 ” 
o 
* * 


ſo much, the Mord, here us d, doth intimate ro Us ; A. 


which therefore may give Occaſion to anſwer rhe Que- 
ftion, Vn, or upon what Account are we to have zhis 
Apprehenfion, Eſteem, and Opinion? and Two Things 
are ſufficient to anſwer it, the Truth of the Character; 
and the Importance of the Cafe: the former relates to 
the Perſghs themſelves, that are given for the Edifica- 


tion of the Church, as they ate realy the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteriès of God; the 


latter relates to thoſe; that Enjoy their Miniſtry, as 
they would receive Benefit, and Advantage from it. 

"1ſt, For the Truth of their Character. That theſe Per- 
fons, who are given for the Edification of the Church, 
are Really Minifters of Chriſt, and Srewards of the My- 
ſteries of God. If rhey are Really fuch, they dughr to 
be accounted of as ſuch : for, moſt certainly, our Ap- 
prehenfions of em ſhould be exactly according to the 
Nature, and Excellency of their Character. Now 
tho' I might mention ſevetal Things to prove the Truth 


of this Character, yer I ſhall confine my felf to that of 
Pa Regular Ordination. If the Ordination be not only 
Valid, bur Regular, the Perſon, ſo Ordain'd, muſt be 
” the Miniſter of Chriſt, and Steward of the Myſteries 


of God; and there are four Things, that, according to 
the Scriptures, concur to make up a regular Ordinati- 
on, the Ce:miſſion irſelf, the Way of delivering ir, the 
8 to Whom, and the Perfons, by Whom it is de- 
iver'd. . 150 

1ſt, Fot the Commi ſion itſelf, that it bs, the very 
Myſteries of God, and Nothing elſe, that ſuch a One is 
entruſted with; no Civil Truſt, no Human Invengions; 
but the Sacred Otatles; and Divine Inſtitutionis. Here 
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1 Thef. 2. put in Truft with 3 Tis therefore, the Diſpenſation of the 


4. 
Cor. 9. 


17. 


Goſpel, that, in ſuch a ſacred Solemnity, is committed to 
em. As for other Things, different from, or inconſiſtent 
with theſe Myſteries, we muſt leave em to Thoſe, that 
have more Heart to plead for em, than We pretend to. 
We know of no Coercive Power, no Commandments 


of Men, whether Doctrines, or Inſtitutions, that can 


warrantably enter the Commiſſion deliver d to Mini- 
ſters, as ſuch ; but while they are Only the Myſteries 
of God, and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, that ſuch are 
entruſted wirh ; we think, and not without Reaſon, 
they may, /o far at leaſt, be accounted of as of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God. Again, 85 4 | 
440. For the 0 bf Delivering this Ces on. Ir 


it be che very ſame, that Chriſt hath appointed, and 


4413.3. 


preſerib d, It muſt ſhow the Truth of this Character. 
And this, in the General, we, may well ſuppoſe, is a 
very ſolemn Way indeed: a Way, becoming the Im- 
portance of that Truſt, that is committed to em, and 
the Greatneſs of that Undertaking, theſe Perſons en- 
gage in. More particularly, we find it declar d, in 
the Caſe of Barnabas, and Saul, who were ſeparated 
for the Work, whereunto they were called: and how 
were they ſeparated? You may ſee it there as expreſſy 
laid down. When they had faſted, and prayed, and laid 
their Hands on them, they ſent them away, They Faſted, 
to promote Seriouſneſs, and Humiliation. They Pray d, 
in Dependance upon the Divine Bleſſing: and They 
laid Hands, noting the Deſignation of a Perſon to this 
ſacred Work. Concerning this Laſt, the only diſputa- 
ble Part of it, I ſhall juſt obſerve, That tis mention d, 
not only in the O/d Teſtament, upon all Occaſions, when 
Perſons were devoted to the Service of the Sanctuary, 
but alſo in the New; and that, not only, as relating to 


Legal Services, but Gaſpel Adminiſtrations; and Theſe, 


Heb. 6. 2. 


not only, if at all, in Extraordinary Caſes, for confer- 
ring the Holy Ghoſt, but in Ordinary Ones, for the ſe- 
parating a Perſon ro the Work of the Goſpel, as in the 
Caſe before Us; and that, not only, as a mere Circum- 
ſtance, that may be omitted, or obſervd at Pleaſure, 
but as a very material Rite, by which the whole Ordi- 
nance is expreſt. That Laying on f Hands, which the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews. ſpeaks of, ſeems very probably 

i | to 
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to mean This: That z{ejlois, by which Thoſt Elders 448 14. 
in the Acts, were ordained in every Church, ſeems as 23. 
probably to include it. But that Caution of the Apo: 
ſtle, o lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, doth moſt apparent- 1 Tim. 5. 
ly, and neceſſarily refer to this folemn Act in the Or- 222: 
dination of a Perſon to this Sacred Work, and Office. 
If therefore rhe Commiſſion itſelf hath been deliver d 

in the very ſame Way, that Chriſt hath appointed, 
the Truth of This Character muſt ſo far very evident- 
A | 

34ly, For the Perſons, to whom the Commiſſion is de- 

liver'd this Way. If they be ſuch, as are fit to Under- 
take the Truſt, then moſt certainly is their Ordination 

to he look'd upon as fo far Valid and Regular, and the 
Truth of their Character doth accordingly ſo far ap- 
pear. The Apoſtle gives a Direction; or Caution, zo 1 Tim. 5. 
lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man. The Truſt is of ſuch vaſt 22. 
Importance, that it ſhould not haſtily be committed ro 
any, much leſs promiſcuouſly to all, that offer Them- 
ſelves. They oughr ro be ſuch, as we may have ſome 
good Ground to conclude will faithfully diſcharge it. 
Care therefore ſhould be taken, that they be, not only 
Willing, and Forward, but Approv'd, and Qualify'd | 
for ir, viz, Faithful, and Able. Faithfulneſs is moſt 1 Cor. 4, 
certainly requir d in Stewards; and it is a Mocking of 2. 
God, yea, a Betraying of Souls, to commit ſuch aweful 
Concerns, as Theſe, ro Perſons, that, we may eaſily 

know, will neglect, or prove unfaithful to the Truſt 
committed to Them. Ability is alſo needful in this 

Caſe ; fince they are ro make known ſuch Myſteries, 

and diſpenſe ſuch Ordinances as are of the laſt Impor- 

rance to Souls, they ought to be Able Miniſters of the 2 Cor. 3. 
New Teſtament, and Workmen that need not be aſham'd, 6. 
righely dividing the Word of Truth, Apt to teach, and able 2 Tim. 2. 
alſo to convince Gainſayers. If therefore theſe Myſteries 15. 
are, in the appointed Way, committed to fuch Perſons, 
beth Able and Faithful; On the one hand, Scribes, in- Mart. 13. 
ſtructed for the Kingdom of God, who can bring out M their 52. 
Treaſure Things both New, and Old ; and, on the other, 
ſuch, as we may, upon Examination, and Evidence, 
charirably hope, God himſelf will count Faithful, to put 1 Ln. 1. 
*em into the Miniſtry, and who will give his People hor 14. 
Portion of Meat in due Seaſon, that Ordination we may Luke 12. 
look upon to be ſo far Valid, and Regular, and the 42. 
| D3 Perſons 
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-Perfons ſo Ordain'd, to be really Miniſters of Chriſt laf 
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1 and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. | pre 
= TY 4455 For the Perſons, by whom this Commiſſion is Ro 
1 is deliver d to em this Way. If Theſe alſo, be ſuch, as at 
A have a Power to convey this Truſt, then moſt cerrain- ſuf 
ly is the Ordination Regular, and thoſe, that are ſo mi 
i Ordain'd muſt be look'd upon as Miniſters of Chriſt, | the 
2 and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Here now it me 
1 muſt be obſerv'd, That tis from the Lord Feſus Chriſt, off 
. that we receive this Truſt; but neither We, nor any Hi 
=. Orhers do at this Time or any Age ſince the Apoſtles, Ec 
= Jobn 20. receive it Immediately from him, as they did. He gives Cy 
. us indeed the inward Call by his Spirit, Inclining our Int 
4 | Hearts to the Service of his Goſpel, and Fitting us, at ſig 
5 leaſt in ſome Meaſure, for the Diſcharge of ir; bur 1 


Then the outwgrdCall, or ſolemn Inveſtiture is and muſt | Cy 
be by his Miniſters, ſince Chriſt is not perſonally upon pre 
Earth: and ſo Theſe, who have Themſelves been en- || W 
2 Tim. 2. truſted with the Goſpel, cught to commit the ſame Things ce] 
2. to faithful Men, who ſhall be able. to teach Others alſo. rh 
| That yet ir is too Solemn, and Difficult a Work far | ta 
One Miniſter, to undertake alone, and ſhould there- O. 
fore be the Joint AE of a Numbtk. Aſſoctated together, Fa 
1 Tim. 4- and Hence we read of the Laying on of the Hands of ro 
14. the Presbytery. But then, as a Number is concern d, |l ac 
ſo Order requires, that there ſhould be a Præſes, or Tr 
f Leading Perſon; and hence in the ſame Caſe the Apo- I ms: 
g Tim. 7+ ftle ſpeaks of putting on of hx Hands » But that This Ct 
F- Perſon ſhould appropriate the Name, Office, Authority, I for 
and Juriſdiction of a Bjſhop ro himſelf, as diſtinct of 
from, and ſuperior ro a Presbyter: we are ſo far 
from ſeeing any Foundation for it in Scriprure, that Ap 
We not only have our Own Judgments, but the Judg- || wt 
ments of ſeveral, both Ancient, and Modern to the | ag 
contrary, tho, ar the ſame Time, ſtrenuous Aſſertors |} to 
of ſuch an Epiſcopacy, upon another Foundation; I | ant 
mean, chat of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution; Concerning ple 
which, I ſhall at pręſent ſay this only, That as it can 
bind no Man's Conſcience, fo tis no difficult Matter ro | we 
prove, Thar twas unknown, until after at leaft the Se- Gr 
cond Century. That the firſt prerended Deſign of it, || the 
viz. the Cure of Schiſm, abſolutely fail'd ; Bur, inſtead | fel 
of that, thro the Weakneſs of Some, the Ambition of Su 
Others, and the Aſſiſtance of Civil Power, it came at || iy 
| = 22 
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laſt, by Degrees, and thro a long Tract of Time, to 
produce that monſtrous Head, the pretended Biſhop of 
Rome : Who by ſeveral Encroachments, partly conniy'd 
ar by Superſtitious, tho Well-meaning Perſons ; partly 
ſupported by Rivals and Comperitors ; and partly ſub- 
mitted to by Thoſe, who could not withſtand em, tho' 
they all along proteſted againſt 'em ; by ſuch Encroach- 
ments he came ar laſt ro he ſo formidable, as ro ſhake 


off that Power, that had ſer him up, and to declare 
Himſelf the Univerſal Head of all Civil, as well as 


Eccleſiaſtick Power, This appears from the whole 
Current of Hiſtory to be the Riſe, and Progreſs of an 
Inſtitution, which, tho' innocently, perhaps well, de- 
ſign d at firſt, had yet no Foundation at all in the Sacred 
Oracles : and ſurely we have no reaſon to Own that 
Cuſtom, which as it is unwarranrable in irſelf, ſo hath 
prov'd the Grand Troubler and Diſturber borh of rhe 
World, and Church. Tis eno for Us, that We re- 
ceive this important. Truſt from our Bleſſed Lord, by 
the Hands of the Presbytery, or a Number of Scrip- 
ture-Biſhops, aſſembled together, uppen ſuch a Solemn 
Occaſion. And ſince Theſe MyſRefres of God are by 
Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands committed 
ro Faithful, and Able Men, and that by Thoſe, who, 
according to Scripture, have Power to convey this 
Truſt, Theſe Perſons, ſo ingruſted with the Goſpel, 
may well be accounted fn of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. This 
for the Truth of their Character. But as the Truth 
of this Character will Warrant, ſo _ | 

2dly, The Importance of the Caſe will demand ſuch an 
Apprehenſion, Opinion, and Eſteem of em from Thoſe, 


who would receive Benefit, and Advantage under Their 
Adminiſtrations : and here I might urge ſeveral Things 


to engage our Regard to 'em as the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, as being em- 
ploy'd by him, and acting in his Name, as 3 

1/t, The very Command, or Exhortation itſelf, will 
weigh with Thoſe, who have any Regard to the 
Great God. Tis an Exhortation indeed, deliver'd by 


the Apoſtle z bur then it is a Command from God Him- 


ſelf, from the great Shepherd of his Sheep, and the 
dupream Head of his Church. "Tis His Mil, his poſi- 
ive, and declar d Will, aud moſt expreſs Rn, os 
2 1 © 7, N | T hole, 
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Thoſe, whom he ſends, or employs for the Edificati. 
on of his Church, ſhould be accounted of, as of the 
Miniſters of Chrift, and Stewards of the Myfteries of 
God: as he hath depured them to this Service, and 
Call'd them to ſuch an Office, ſo will he have his Peo- 
ple to acknowlege this Deputation, and Call: Let « 
Man, ſaith the Apoſtle from the Great God, /o account 
of Us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God: and can any One expect a Blefling 
from him, whoſe plain Command he Neglects, and 
Refuſes? It concerns us therefore, if we would profit 
under Adminiſtrations, to account of em as we are 

commanded, and directed by the Great God Himſelf. 
2dly, The Fuſtice, and Reaſonableneſs of the Demand 
may weigh with Thoſe, who Impartially conſider it. 
As for Thoſe indeed, who have no other Deſign, bur 
to blacken the Reputation, and hinder the Uſefulneſs 
of ſuch Perſons, tis little Wonder, that we hear em, 
with ſo much Induſtry, denying, and defaming the 
Character of true Miniſters. Argument weighs very 
little wich Them; Intereſt, on the One Hand, and, 
Prejudice, on rhe Other will bear down the Force, 
and blunt the Edge of the moſt powerful, and convin- 
cing Arguments: Bur when Perſons come to conſider 
ſeriouſly, and impartially the Truth of this Character, 
and that They are to be accounted of, as no Other, 
than what they really are, viz. as of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God : If, I 
ſay, Perſons would ſeriouſly, and impartially conſider 
This; there would be no Difficulty at all in enterrain- 
ing ſuch an Apprehenſion, and Eſteem of em: in ſuch a 
2 Cor. 5. Caſe may Theſe Miniſters be made Manifeſt in every 
a Man's Conſcience; ſo as He ſhall be forc'd ro acknow- 
1 Cor. 14. lege, that God is in or among em of a Truth: and how 
25- _ eaſy will it be for ſuch a Perſon, who has any regard 
| ro his Own Advantage under Their Adminiftrations, 
to look upon em, and to account of em as of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God! 
24ly, The Benefit, and Advantage, that accrues to Per- 
ſons this Way, ſhould Weigh with ſuch, as would 
improve under the Means: to conſider Miniſters, as 
employ'd by Chriſt, and Acting in Hs Name in what 
they do; What Aurhority and Force doth it give to 
Their Adminiſtrations! To hear God, 2 
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ſelf ſpeaking from Heaven, and That by his Miniſters 
upon Earth! How great an Influence muſt it have 
upon the Heart, and Conſcience of a Perſon! N re- 1 Theſ. 2. 4 
cerved the Word of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, nor as the 13. * | 
Mord of Man, but as it is in Truth the Nord of Gd. | 
which effectually worketh in you, that believe: It works, bs. f 
not as the Word of Man, bur as the Word of God ; % 

and if it work effectually it muſt be believ'd or receiv'd 

as the Word of God: to attend upon any Ordinance, 

tho* adminiſtred by Man, yet as an Inſtitution of God, 

and Chriſt, appointed, and given by Him, wherein we 

draw nigh to Him, and he is pleas d ro draw nigh to 

us, and converſe with us, yea, which Inſtitution he 

muſe ſanctify, and bleſs if ir be for our Benefit, to ſer 
ourſelves, with Cornelius, as in the Preſence of God, Ads 10. 


mightily muſt ir Awe, and Aﬀect our Spirits! and ſo 
make rhe Ordinance more powerfully to work upon us 

4thly, The Danger of Contempt in this Caſe muſt needs 
peigh with ſuch as have any Concern for their Souls; leſt _ 
they be found Deſpiſers of Chriſt in rejecting his Mini- 
ſters. Whatever is done, even to his Followers, he 
takes as done to Himſelf: for as much, faith he, as Ie Matt. 25. 
have, or have not done it to One of the Leaſt of theſe my 40, 45. 
Brethren, Te have, or have not done it unto Me: But with 
reſpect ro his Miniſters, he is very expreſs, and full, 
both as ro their being receivd, and rejected by Per- | 
ſons: He, that heareth Nu, heareth Me; and he, that de- Luke 10. 
þiſeth Tou, deſpiſeth Me; and he, that deſpiſeth Me, de- 16. 
b:ſeth Him, that ſent Me: He'll gracioutly reward all Matt. 10. 
that Reſpe&, and Kindneſs, that is paid to his Diſci- 40, &c. 
ples, and Miniſters, as ſuch, even as done ro himſelf; 
and he will as ſeverely reſent all oppofite Treatment 
they met with from Others: The Rejecting of Mini- 2 Chron. 
ſters, as well as of Himſelf, was the very Sin, that 36. 16. 
iro't Wrath to the Uttermoſt upon the Fews, both by the 1 The/: 2. 
haldeans, and alſo by the Remans, Bur, * I6, 

3dly, We ſhall now proceed to a very ſhort Improve- 
menr of the Point. at ſince Thoſe, who are given 
tor the Edification of the Church, are the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, they 
dught ſo to be accounted of by all Thoſe, who would 
profit under their Adminiſtrations: Let a Man ſo ac- 
count of us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of 
the Myſteries of God, And, | | 1ſt, 


24 An Ordlination- Ser mon. 
| iſt, We ſee here, how graciouſly Chriſt hath provided 
for the Encouragement of his Miniſters. He would have 
em accounted of, and treated as his Miniſters, Yea, 
| even as Himſelf, were he perſonally preſent among Us, 
Matt. 10. He, that receiveth You, ſaith he, receiveth Me, and he 
40. that receiveth Me, receiveth Him, that ſent Me. Tis 
true, he encourages neither Ambition, nor Covetouſ- 
1 Pet. 5. 3. neſs in em; that they ſhould either Lord it over God's 
Ez.34.8. Heritage; or feed themſelves, inſtead of the Flock; but 
then He would have em receivd both in their 
Perſons, and in their Adminiſtrations, as from Him- 
ſelf : As he ſends em, and they Act in his Name, fo 
would he have Us Account of 'em as his Ambaſſadors. 
Yea, this he inclines his People to do: And my Tempta- 
Gal. 4. tion, ſaith the Apoſtle, Te deſpiſed net, nor rejected, but 
14. received me, as an Angel of God, even as Chriſt Feſus. 
And as for the Others, he reſents the Treatment his 
Miniſters meer with from 'em, as done ro Himſelf, 
His Name, Warrant, and Authority is ſufficient to ſe- 
cure to em all due Regard from rhoſe that belong to 
him; and to vindicate em againſt all Aſperſions, and 
Oppoſition from Others : This therefore may well 
| ſupport their Spirits, and encourage their Hopes, yea, 
2 Cor. 4. i. wet ac gs them in his Service. Therefore, faith the A- 
poſtle, ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have received 
Mercy, we fant not: We may well be ſatisfied, and 
eaſy, ſince he ſends, and employs us, whatever Others 
think or ſay to the contrary. OL | 8 
ꝛzaly, We ſee here, How much the Devil is gratiß d by 
the Odium, and Reproach, that is caſt upon the Faithful 
Miniſters of Chriſt. If it concerns thoſe, that would 
profit under Their Adminiſtrations, ro Account of 
Them, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 
of the Myſteries of God, certainly then the Prejudices 
that are moſt induſtriouſly rais'd againſt em, muſt be a 
very great Obſtruction ro their Succeſs, and Uſeful- 
oo and a very conſiderable Service done to the 
Kingdom of Sin, and Satan. In Nothing doth the 
Oppoſition of that Grand Adverſary to Chriſt's Intereſt 
in the World, and Hearts of Men, more viſibly ap- 
pear, than in hindring the Progreſs of the Gaſpel, 
which is moſt directly done by ſerting Perſons againſt 
the Diſpenſers of it: This bas been his Way, and Me- 
thod in all Ages * the World, and Church; and tis 
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continu d to this very Day from tlie ſame Principle; 
and upon the very ſame Deſign: and ſurely, were 


3 7 
> 


there nothing bur This, ir ſhould make all ſerious, con- 


fderare Perſons afraid of either harbouring, or ſpread- 
ing any thing ro the Diſadvantage, or Prejudice of 
Thoſe, who are given for the Edification of the 
Church. Inftead of joining againſt rhe common Enemy 
of Souls, and of Chriſt's Kingdom, we this Way give 
him a very great 33 This is what he is pleas'd 
with and gratify d in, This is what he aims ar, what 
he ſtirs up the Corruptions of Men to. And is it not 
high Time to be aware of his ſubrile, and pernicious 
Device herein? Muſt not all obſervant Perſons of eve- 
Denominarion, be ar length convinc'd, how muth 
he hath gain'd upon Religion, and Chriſtianity this 
very Way? Ill leave it to any Impartial, ſerious Per- 
ſon ro conſider, whether ſuch a Way, as This, can 
poſſibly be encourag'd by Thoſe, who have any Con- 
cern for the Intereſt of Chriſt in the World, | 
34ly, We ſee here, Nhat Ground Miniſters have to 
_— this Regard from Perſons, That they be account- 
ed of, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Srewards of 
the Myſteries of God. They have his Warrant or De- 
mand for ir, while they deſire no other ReſpeR, than 
what may promote the Succeſs of their Miniſtry in the 
Edification of Souls. They may well be allow'd to ex- 
pect This; ſince tis what God Himſelf hath order d 
they ſhould have. Let a Man fo account of Us, as of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God. Common Tuſtice will allow em to vin- 
dicate rhemſelves againſt rhe Aſperſions of —_— 
Men; and Compaſſion for Souls will engage em to aſ- 
ſert the Truth of their Character: Yea, a Concern for 
the Glory of Chriſt will put em upon defending that 
Miniſtry they have received from Him, and are to im- 
prove for Him. As Humble and Modeſt as the Apo- 
ftle Paul was, yet how often do we find him upon that 
Topick : They, viz. Falſe Brethren, and Falſe Apo- 
ſtles, had compell'd him, and He could not refrain. 
And, fince this is a Matter of ſuch Concern, we have 
all his Exhortations, Arguments, Expoſtulations, Re- 
— and Directions, to this purpoſe, ſtanding upon 
ecord to this very Day; That it may appear both 
how Juſt, and Needful it is, 8 we ſhould account of 
_ | | em, 
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em, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God. What Reaſon then have Miniſters 
to expect this Regard from Perſons! that as they 
Really are, ſo they may be accounted of as the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
When otherwiſe they can expect to do but little Good 
amongſt thoſe to whom they are ſent. But to conclude, 
Aeby, With a Vord of Exhortation; and This ſhould 
be, very briefly, both to Thoſe, that are the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, and to Thoſe alſo, that Attend, whether 
ſtatedly, or occaſionally, upon their Adminiſtrations. 
1ſt, To Thoſe, that are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Their great Concern, 
and Duty is, moſt certainly, 20 Act according to the Cha- 
rafter they bear. The Character itſelf we have explain'd, 
aſſerted, and prov'd ; Bur then it may not only be ſul- 
ly'd; but quite loſt : So far is it from being indelible. 
. Tis eaſily prov'd, not only from Scripture (tho that is 
the Beſt, indeed the Only Authority, that oughr, in 
this Caſe, to be regarded) bur alſo from Fathers, and 
Councils in Primitive Times, and from the Writings of 
the beſt Reformers, that are of a more- Modern Dare, 
, Thar the Diſciplin of Chriſt's Church reaches Heretical, 
and Scandalous Miniſters as well as People. If rhere- 
fore we would preſerve, we had need to credit our Cha- 
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Protection, unleſs we have a due Regard to him, as 

x Pet. 5. the Chief Shepherd. If we cauſe the Offerings of the Lord 
2, &c. to be abhorr d, he can make Us contemptible before all the 
1 Sem. 2. People: and in this very Caſe hath he moſt expreſly de- 
17. clard, That Thoſe, who honour Him, will He honour ; 
Mal. 2. 9. But they, that deſpiſe Him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. - The 
Sam. 2. beſt Way, to ſecure Reſpect to our ſelves, as Mini- 
3%,  fiers, is, to take heed tg the Miniſtry, that it be not blamed 
z. y Others, but fulfill d by Us. Chriſt the Head of his 
Col. 4.17. Church, and great Shepherd of his Sheep, has given 
1 Leave to judge even of Prophets by their Fruits. We 
1c. 2» had need then, by a blamelels Life, and a faithful Im- 
5 20. provement of all our Miniſ erial Talents, ſo to approve 
our ſelves ro Him, and the very Conſciences of Men, 

that we may have a ſtronger Argument on our Side, 

than any, thar can be alledg'd againſt Us : and ſo, nor- 
withſtanding the Obloquy of Others, may appear to 

be, what we really are, The Miniſters o yu 

an 
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racter, as Miniſters. Nor can we be ſecure of Chriſt's 
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and Stewards of the Myſteries of God; but to have 
2dly, With a Word to Thoſe, who attend, whether ſta- 

tediy, or occaſionally, upon our Adminiſtrations. Let me, 

my Brethren, cloſe in the Words of our Text. Let 4 

Man fo account of Us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 

Stewards of the Myſteries of God, Regard Us, and our 

Adminiſtrations, as Own d, and Appointed by rhe Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt. Tis for your Own Good, that we deſire - 

This; that our Attempts upon you, our Applications to 

You, our Prayers for You ; and our Adminiſtrations a- 

mong You, may avail to Tour real Edification, and Advan- 

tage; that We may not loſe the Succeſs, nor you the 

Benefit of our Miniſtry, Let me charge you, that you 

would beware of Thoſe, who vilify our Perſons, and | 

Adminiſtrations. They Zealouſly affect you, ro Uſe the Gal. 4.17, 

Apoſtle's Words, but not well: Tea, they would exclude 

Us, as it is in ſome Copies, that you might affect Them. 

We ſolemnly profeſs, we ſeek not Durs, but Nu: and 2 Cor. 12. 

can moſt fincerely declare, Thar, iſ your. Conſeience, 14. 

and Experience does teſtify, that your Edification 

is better promoted elſewhere, we can freely diſmiſs 

you: Bur, if our Adminiſtrations have had, or are 

like to have any real Effect upon Youp We doubt nor 

bur you will regard us, as the Mimfers of Chriſt, and 


| Stewards of the Myſteries.of G6d. Let nor any One's 


Deſpicableneſs raiſe your Cœmtempt: for tho' their Bo- 2 Cor.10. 

dily Preſence may be Neal, and their Speech Contemptible, 10. 

as was that of the Apoſtle Paul, yer may their Word be Ver. 4. 

Powerful, and Mighty, thro' God. Let not the Mean- 

neſs of any One's Circumſtances diſcourage You ; for Eph. 1. 1, 

God many times chooſeth the mean, and baſe Things of the 27- 

World, to confound thoſe, that are Mighty. Let nor the 

IVeakneſs of any One's Conſtirurion be objected to em; 

for there may be excellent Treaſure put into ſuch Earthen Epb. 2. 4, 

Veſſels, that ſo the Power may more eminently appear to 7- 

be of God, Let not their Common Infirmities, as Men 

prejudice you againſt 'em: for, as They would be far 

from allowing or pleading for em, ſo ir muſt be re- 

member d, that the Beſt are but Men of like Paſſions, Jam. 5. 17. 

with Your Selves. Let nor Differences in Opinion ſer 

you againſt em; for, as long as theſe reach nor the | 

Eſſentials of Chriſtianiry, you have all a Common Rule, Phil. 3. 

according to which you may walk, till God ſhall make 16, 17. 
E 2 you 
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you. of One Mind, as well as of One Heart. And 
i not the Aſperſious of Others at all move You ; 
Jobn 15. for it is not to be expected, that the Servant ſhould 
20 pw with better Treatment, than his Lord, Regard 
| 8 


then as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 

of che Myſteries of God, Own, and Attend our 
Adminiſtrations, as His Ordiflances, and then may 

You, by His Bleſſing upon Us, and the Succeſs of 

2 Cor, 1. our Miniſtry upon You, expect to be Our Epiſtles, 
4 3 "Written, not Only in Our Hearts, but even known, and 
read of all Men, , 2 0% ; 


writing againſt the 
+ and the Rule, which that preſcribes, 1s, ſing, 
and Impoſitiom of Hands, the Hands . esbytery. 2, 3+ 
This, even This, is rhe Scriprure Way of ſepararing 1 Tim. 4. 
Perſons to the Service of God in the Goſpel of his Son. 14- 


CHARGE 


Deliver'd at the 


ORDINATION 


> OF THE LS 
Reverend Mr. JohN DAR BT. 


OU fee, my Friends, how very ſolemn an En- 
trance we make upon the ſacred Office of the 
Miniſtry. And, upon the Whole, I dare appeal to 

natural Conſcience itſelf, not blinded with Ignorance, 
or Prejudice, whar Spirits thoſe Perſons muſt be of, 
who pretend to Nullify all our Adminiſtrations. The 
Bible, The Bible, lays the great Chillingworth, when 

apiſts, is the Religion of Proteſtants : 


And as We need, or indeed have no Other, fo this 
have we been ftrictly obſerving in the preſent Solemni- 
ry. So that, in the Name of Our great God, and by _ 
Allowance from Scriprure, may We now declare this 
Brother of Ours to have all the Requiſires of a Goſpel- 
iniſter in the fulleſt Senſe of that Character; and to 


be intruſted with all the Parts of chat holy Function, 


far as it relates to the ſranding Neceſſities of Chriſt's . 
urch upon Earth to his Second Coming. Whatever 
. or Contradictlon he may meet with from 
Men, Yer hath he his Lord's Example for what he 
know, ſay the Spireful Phariſees, that God ſpakę to Moſes, 20. 
" for this *ellow, meaning our 32 and the = 
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Prayer, Ads 13. 


ſuffers, and his Lord's Warrant for what he dos. e 5 3. 
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| Rom, 2. 1 know, who, upon the leaſt r mul 
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Matt. 10. Servant ij not greater than his Lord, as for this Fellow; 


24, 25- we know not, whence he is, But now Chriſt himſelf, ws 

are aſſur d, will own him; and requires Others / zo 

1 Cor. 4. Account of him, as of a Minſter of Chriſt, and a Steward 
1. of the Myſteries of God.. 

But, As the Goſpel-Miniſtry requires the greateſt 


Ver. 2. 

my {elf more eſpecially to You, my dear Brother. 
bear with me, if, upon this ſolemn Occaſion, I uſe 
great Plainneſs of Speech, and all becoming Boldneſs 
toward You. I am ſenſible, I ſpeak not to Du alone; 


cok include himſelf: and I queſtion nor, but my Reverend 


Brethren will eafily perceive, that, what is ſaid to Du, 
is ſaid to Us all; ſince we are All of Us equally con- 
cern d in the Diſcharge of our Duty, as Miniſters. 
You, Sir, have, this Day, been ſolemnly devoted to 
the Service of God, in the Goſpel of his Son. I take 
it for granted, and, the good Profeſſion, Vu have made 
before many Witneſſes, gives us all reaſonable Grounds to 
conclude, that in tige TR I 
1# Place, Tu have been truly Serious, and Careful in 
the great Concerns f Your Own Peace, and Salvation. 
That from an inward Senſe of the Pollution and Guilt 
of a Natural State, you have been brot moſt ſincerely 
to comply with the Goſpel-Call and Invitation: to Ac- 
cept of Chriſt in the Utmoſt Extent of his Office, Ob- 
. ſerving all his Preſcriptions, depending upon his great 
- Undertaking, reſolving to perſiſt in his Ways to the 
laſt, and growing up in Knowledge, and Grace, until 
You reach Perfection at Laſt. This, Sir, is the very 
Subſtance of Your Work in Relation to Others ;, but 


Mark 13. 
37+ 


Rom. 2. fad is the Caſe of that Miniſter, who, while he teacheth 


21. Others, entirely overlooks Himſelf; who himſelf hath 
no Concern about the very Things, he perſwades O- 
thers to mind. With what Face, or Heart, to what 
End, or Purpoſe ſhould He manage Concerns between 
God, and Others: which he is alrogether negligent o 


5 4 Pfal. 50. between God, and his Own Soul. Unto the Wicked * 
16. 


God ſaith, and a dreadful Word it is too! Hat h 


Vier, 17. Thou to, do to declare my Statutes, or that Thau-ſhould| 


tale my Covenant into thy Mouth ? ſeeing Thou hateſt. I'n- 
ſtruction, and caſteſt my Words behind Thee. To refuſe 
Inſtruction our Selves, and yer to offer it ro Qthers, 


Faithfulneſs in the Diſcharge of ir, I am now to addreß 


ein 


ACnarct, Oc. 
in ſo very ſolemn a Manner, as is peculiar to this ſa- 
cred Character, is Hypocriſy to the laſt Degree. Tis 


not to be ſuppos d, that ſo daring a Diſſembler, what- 


ever his Accompliſhments, or Performances may be, 
can either deſire or expect the real Succeſs of his Mini- 


31 


ſtry; and whatever Good the ſovereign Grace of God 


may over- rule his Own Inſtitutions to, while under the 
Management of ſuch a Perſon ; yer without Repen- 
tance will it all recoil upon him to his Aggravated Con- 


demnation at laſt. ' But, my Brother, we are perſuad- Heb. 6. 9. 


ed better Things of You, and Things, that accompany 
Salvation. IIs therefore Bp 

2dly, Under another Character, than barely as Chri- 
ſtian, that you are now to be conſider d; not as a Mem- 
ber only, but as a Ruler over God's Houſhold ; not bare- 


ly as a Subject, but an Officer in Chriſt's Kingdom; 


wherein you are intruſred with the Managemenr of 
thoſe Concerns, and the Adminiſtration of thoſe Ordi- 
nances, which he hath appointed for the Advancement 
of his Intereſt in the Hearts of particular Perſons, and 
in Human, or rather Chriſtian Societies. An Office, 


that, as the Apoſtle tells us, was inſtituted for the Per- Eph.4.12. 


fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, and for 
the Edifying of the Body of * | 
I would make no Doubt, but You have undertaken 
it, won the moſt ſerious Tho'r, and Deliberation. If 
the 


riſtian, certainly rhe Miniſter ought to fit down, Luke 14. 


and conſider, what he is entring upon. He had need 28. 


thro ly ro Weigh the Nature, Property, and Deſign of 
that Truſt, he is ſuppos d ſo freely to undertake; and 
yet, with ſo much Solemnity, is engag d to diſcharge. 
But give me Leave, Sir, to be Your Faithful Remem- 
brancer, and to put You in Mind of only three Things 
relating to Your Character, as a Miniſter, upon which 
I would build a few Words of Exhortation. viz. the 
Advantage of your Station, the Difficulty of Your Un- 
dertaking, and the Importance of Your Work. | 

1#, Conſider well the Advantage of Your Station, 
and be thankful. This the Apoſtle tho't himſelf oblig'd 


to, when he had Occaſion ro mention his being intruſt- 1 Tim. 1, 
ed with the Glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed God. I thank 12, 


Chriſt Feſus, our Lord, ſaith he, who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted me Faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry. 
This, Sir, is a Privilege, that calls for Your grateful 


Ac- 


- 


33. 
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ACnARAGE, Bc. 


Acknowledgments. That He ſhould rake You from a: 


mong Men, make you a Veſſel of Honour, endow you 
with bis Gifts, enrich you with his Grace, and fir you 
for Eminent Service in his Church; that he ſhould call 
you ſo near to Himſelf, intruſt you with ſuch 


Concerns, ſend you in his Name, and promiſe to Aſſiſt 


and Encourage you in a peculiar Manner. The Ho- 
nour, and Benefit, that attends this Office, ſhould very 
much affect the Spirits of thoſe Perſons, who are put 
into it. They have the Advantage above Chriſtians 
themſelves, as they are more frequently converſant a- 
bour divine Things, and may be more intimately ac- 
quainted with the Mind, and Will of God. Think 


not Meanly then of ſo valuable a Privilege; Prefer it 


2 Cor. 3. 
16. 


Chap. 3. 5. 


Eph. 3. 8. 


above the beſt Station in the World: Be eaſy under all 
irs external Diſadvantages : And Bleſi God, that be hath 
counted you Faithful, putting you into the Miniſtry. 


2dly, Conſider as ſeriouſly, the Difficulty of your 


Undertaking, and be Humble, You know, who it was, 
that cry d our with ſo moving a Pathos, Who is ſufficient 


for theſe Things! and declar'd upon the like Octaſion, 


- 


*T was the ſame Perſon, who before had very grate 
ly acknowledg d the Privilege of ſo deſirable an Office; 
He was, you ſee, no leſs ſenſible of his own Unworthi- 
neſs, and Inſufficiency : Nay, The Greatneſs of the 
Mercy funk him the lower in his own Apprehenſions. 
Unto me, who am Leſs than the Leaſt of all Saints, ſaith 
he, 1 this Grace given, that I ſhould preach unto the Gen- 
tiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. O adorable Grace! 
bur, who am I Lord! that ir ſhould be confer d upon 
Me! who am leſs than the Leaſt of all Saints! who 
am I ? that I ſhould be ſent upon This Errand ! when, 


That we are nat ſufficient, of our ſelves, to think, any Thing. 


of my ſelf, I can do Nothing. O, Sir! beware of 


Pride upon account of Your Character, Gifts, or Per- 
formances. Conſider but What you have undertaken, 
how Difficult it is, both in itſelf, and by Reaſon of the 
Oppoſition, you muſt expect from Earth, and Hell, if 
you are Faithful, and the dreadful Account you muſt 


give ar laſt, if you are not; and this ſurely will make, 


and keep You humble. Be afraid of an aſſuming, 
ſelf-confident Spirit. Aſcribe all to God's Mercy, and 
Depend upon his Grace, Acknowledge that You are 


alrogerher unworthy of ſo high an Honour ; and, of 


your 
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our (elf, unable to diſcharge ſo difficult an Office: ; 
that, as of his meer good Pears he hath put You no ! Tim. 1. 
the Miniſtry ; ſo, "Tis He alone, that muſt make You, 2 
boch an able, and a ſucceſsful Miniſter. of the New Teſta» © - 3* 
ment. Engage his Preſence, Plead his Promiſe. G0 7. 28 
forth * Strength, and Make Mention of his Righteouſ-, © 
neſs. We: truſt, You are not ſuch a Novice, 4 fo be pſal. 31. 
lifted up with Pride, and ſo to fall into the Condemnation of 15, © 
5 the Devil. | > * | | I Tim.z .6, 
_  .Zdly, Conſider as cloſely the Importance of Your 
Work, and be Faithful. The Miniſtry, Sir, is an Of. 
 fice, chat has York included in it. He that deſires the . 
: Office of a Scripture-Biſhop, or Goſpel-Miniſter, deſires 1 Tim. 3, 
4 good Work, They can't be ſeparared. He, that would 1. 
u bares - his Truſt, muſt do the Work belonging ro 


it. Since therefore we ought, and do account You à 1 Cor. 4. 
Miniſter of Chriſt, and a Steward of the Myſteries of God, 1, 2. 


let me be ſo Impartial, as to ſubjoin the following 
Words. Moreover, it is requir'd in Stewards, that a Man 
be found faithful; which includes the full Diſcharge of 
the Truſt committed ro him. | 

I! I muſt therefore be allow'd ro give the ſame Charge, 
and rhar in the ſame Awful Name, viz. that of the 
Great God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Fudge * Tim. 4. 


both the Quick, and the Dead, at his Appearing, in this ** 


Awful Name muſt I give the ſame Charge to You, as 

the Apoſtle doth to his Beloved Timothy, Thar You 
would make full Proof of Your Miniſtry. Or till more Ver. 5. 
emphatically, in the Words of the ſame Apoſtle ſent to 

Archi ppus, That you would take heed to the Miniſtry, Col. 4.17. 
which you have receiv d in the Lord, that you fulfil it. An 
Exhortation, whether for the Directory, or Argumen- 

tative Part of ir, ſo exactly ſuired ro the Character, we 
bear! that, I pray God, it may be deeply impreſs d 

upon rhe Minds of us all, that are concern d in it. 

Take heed then, Dear Brother, ro the Miniſtry 

which you have received in the Lord, that you fulfil 

it, or make full Proof of it. Look upon the Miniſtry, 

as an Important Truſt, that it may be Your conſtant 

Care, and daily Concern, ro diſcharge the Whole of 
Your Duty in Relation to it, and, if poſſible, to Ob- 

tain the Ends of irs being Committed to You. Here I 

would intreat you to take a View, 1/:, Of rhe ſeveral 


a diy, 
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24%, Of the Manner, how it is to be perform'd, as 
You are to zake beed to it. 3dly, Of the End, You are 
to purſue in it, as You are ro fulfil it. And, 4rthly; of 
"the Obligation, You lie under hereto, as You have re- 
ceiv d this Miniſtry in the Lord. 1 | 
Iſt, Take a View of the ſeveral Parts of the Work, 
as iris a Miniſtry. The Office, You are in, was ap- 
poinred by Chriſt, the Head of his Church for the A'ork 
of the Miniſtry. He was pleas d to diſcharge it Him- 
ſelf, when upon Earth, for the Goſpel of our Salvati- 
on was firft ſpoken by the Lord, as well as afterwards con- 
firm'd by them, that heard him. But, being with- 
drawn, as to his Bodily Preſence, he hath depured 
You, and fuch, as You are, to do it for him. "Tis 
what he hath appointed to be done, and You are to 
As 13. perform it. Separate me Barnabas, and Saul, ſays the 
Holy Ghoſt, for the York, whereunto I have called them. 
Confider then what You have to do: and, 
* 1#, You are to declare the Mind; and Will of God to 
Men. To You are committed the Scriptures of Divine 
Truth, the Oracles of. the Living God. Theſe are the 
very Subject, the Rule, and Foundation of What You 
are to declare, to Others. The Truths, and Duties; 
the Arguments and Motives; the Ordinances, and In- 
ſtitutions, that are therein contain'd, You are to deli- 
ver to Others. From this Sacred Book are you to in- 
ſttruct the Ignorant, to awaken the Secure, ro encou- 
rage the Willir g, to convince the Gainſayer, to reſolve 
the Doubting, to call home the Sinner, ro reclaim the | 
Backſlider, and to build up the Saint on his moſt holy 
Faith. What is either Expreſly, or by fair Conſe- | 
quence reveal'd in thoſe Writings, You are allow'd, | 
and bound to declare: But you are not to be Wiſe above 
what is Mritten; nor vouch that for his Word, which | 
cannot be drawn from Thence. 'Tis an Old Rule, 
| Iſa. 8. 20. and twill hold ſtill. To the Law, and to the Teſtimony : 
If they ſpeak. not according to this Word, tis becauſe there 
# no Light in them. You have no Other Authority ro 
bear you out, bur this Sacred Book. If you leave ir, 
your very Office is void; and you cannot apply to 
Perſons in Hs Name; unleſs, what you ſay, be really 
the Mind of Him, who gives You the Commiſſion. I 
2 Tim, change Tou therefore, before God, and the Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
4. , 2. that Ton Preach the Word, Again, is 
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2dly, You are to offer up the People's Sacrifice of 


Prayer, and Praiſe, As You are to ſpeak from God to 
Them; ſo are You to ſpeak from Them to God: to 
carry up their Acknowledgments to Him, as well as 


bring down his Word ro Them: The Acknowtedg- 


ments of rheir Sins, and Wants, and of his Grace, and- 
Mercy. This You are to do in Publick Aſſemblies 
with them; and for them on all Private Occaſions. 
You are to lead them on in the Celebration of Divine 
Worſnip, but then you are not to forget them in your 

erſonal Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace. This is 
Part of your Work. In proper Expreſſions ro ſpread 
the Caſe of his Church before God; and to aſſiſt them 


in offering their Prayers, and Praiſes to Him. I exhort Eph. 1. 2. 


therefore, as the Apoſtle of Old, that, firſt of all, Sup- 


plications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and Giving of Thanks be 


made for All Men. Tea, 3 
3dly, You are to Apply the Seals ef the Covenant go 
Them. As Baptiſm, and the Lord's-Supper. You are 


to Baptize in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : Mat. 28. 


and to deliver to Them, what Du have received from the 9: 
Lord, relating to the great Solemniry of his Supper; 1 Cor. 11. 


The Former is to be Adminiſtred but Once; the Lat- 23- 


ter to be Celebrated Often: The Former to Believers 


and their Seed; The Latter to all that are diſpos d to 
diſcern the Lord's Body: Both of em are Signs, and 
Seals of the Covenant; and Both belong to the Pub- 


blick, and ſtated Worſhip of God's Houſe, and Fami- 


ly : That, as You are to Admit Perſons into ſuch 
Chriſtian Societies ; ſo, as Steward of the Houſhold, 
are you to give em their Meat in due Seaſon : and to 


ſet before em, to their very Eye, and Taſte, as well 
| Far, a Crucify'd Saviour, as the Food and Proviſion 


of their Souls, Keep then theſe Ordinances, as they are Ver. 2. 


gelivered to Du. 
4thly, You are to Bleſs the People in the Name of the 
Lord. This Part of our Work is ſo little minded by 


Perſons, that I take the more peculiar Notice of it. 
It is a ſolemn Pronouncing of God's Love, and Bleſ- 


ſing upon all Perſons, that hearken to his Word, com- 


eculiar only to that 


= well 


ply with his Call, and Obſerve his Worſhip. The Numb. 6. 
. Prieſts, the Sons of Aaron, were appointed to Bleſs the 23- 
Children of Iſrael. But, Was this 50 

Legal Diſpenſation? No, we 2 an Apoſtolical, „ 


= Cor.13. 


Mat. 10. 


well as Levitical Bleſſing; which was the Cloſe of all 
ir Epiſtles, and may well be che Concluſion of all 
ur Diſcourſes. That the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt 
may be with all his 1 Let then Dur Peace, or 
Bleſſing, come upon Thoſe, to whom you are ſent, ſpe- 
cially upon ſuch, as, in a Goſpel- ſenſe, are ſaid to be 
Worthy, OR RT i 
 $thly, You are to keep up Diſcipline in the Church. To 
rake Care; that none be admitted, or cfrinu'd as 


Church-Members, thar are Unworthy, and Scandalous; 


as None are to be kept, or caſt our, that are defirous, 
and fit to be in. The Keys of a Houſe are pur into rhe 
Hands of the Steward; and Chriſt deliver'd Thoſe of 


his Own Houſe, not only to the Apoſtle Peter, but to 


all his Apoſtles: And ſo, All Goſpel-Miniſters, as their 
Succeſſors, are intruſted with this great Charge, to 
Keep, or Guard the Houſe of their God: and tho They 
can do Nothing, in this Caſe, except in his Name, ac- 
cording to his Rule, and by his Authority; Vet, if 


they obſerve Theſe, ler their Treatment from Men be 


what it will, They have his Warrant, and That is 
ſufficient. They are to ſeparate the Precious from the 
Vile; that his People and Ordinances may be kept 
Pure. Let me give you Charge then in the Sight of God, 


and before Chriſt Feſus ; to keep his Commandment without 


Spot, and Unrebukable. Bur, | | | 
6thly, You are to Watch over particular Sculs, as One, 


who muſt give an Account. You are not only to pre- 


ſide in Publick Aſſemblies, or to take heed of the 


Flock, when Aſſociate, and met together; bur of eve- 


ry particular Sheep, apart, and by itſelf: Your Work 
doth not lie altogether in publick Exerciſes, but in 
perſonal Applications ro Your People: Whar, you find, 
amiſs in them, ſhould be reprov'd, and cenſur d; what 
is Good, encourag'd, and promoted. You. muſt warn 


the Unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, direct thoſe; that 


are in the dark, ſupport, and pray with Thoſe, that are 


in Trouble. Wherever you are, or what Company ſo- 
ever you come into, you ſhould at leaſt be ready to 


44, 10. 
9 38. 


adminiſter Advice, and Counſel to thoſe, that need, or 


deſire it; yea, on all Occaſions, to vindicate, and ſtand 


up in Defence of the Goſpel; taking all Opportunities 
with your Lord, and Maſter, zo de Good: - You muſt 
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fore the Apoſtle Paul gave his Beloved Timothy, the ve- 


reſolve Difficulties, for the People are to ſec the Law at Mal. 2. 7. 
Tour Mouth. You are to diſcover Dangers, for GG ö 
hath made you a Watchman” to give Waring for bim. Ex. 3. 17. 
And Vou are ro ſeek Mercy for ſuch as ate in Diftrels, Jam. 3. 
for Thoſe, that are Sick, are to call for the'Elders of the 14. 
Church to pray over em, Be You Warchful then in alt m. 
Things for the Good of Souls. 4, f. 
thly, You are to tranſmit all this domn to Poffer m. 
Tis your Work, moſt certainly, to tranſmit Chriſtzani- 
ty down ro the riſing Generation, that even They alſo 
may fear the Lord. To this End, it would be very Pro- 
per to conſider Your Self a Teacher of Babes, as well, Rom. 3. 
as an Iuſtructor of the Fooliſh. Even Children, and 10. | 
Young Perſons, are nor to be excluded out of Your 
Care. . There is One Ordinance, thar peculiarly relates, 
tho' it need not be confin d, to them; I mean, that of LS 
Catechizing. Train up, or Catechize a Child, ſaith So- Prov. 22. 
lomon, in the Way he ſhould Go. And, as this is One 6. 
Part of the Parents Care with Reſpect to his Family; un 
ſo, I need not tell you, chat, N to the Original, | 
You are called a Catechixer, as well as according to our * 
Tranſlation, a Teacher in the Word, Bur then, as You Gal. 6. 6. 
are to tranſmit . ſo alſo the Miniſtry to O- vd We- 
thers. Vou are to be concern d for a Succeſſion of x#7++ 
Goſpel Miniſters, that this great Work may be carry d 
on to the End of the World. What Exhortation there. 6 
ry ſame muſt I be allow'd ro give upon this Occaſion. 
The Things Thou haſt heard, and ſeen. of Us, at this Time; 2 Tim. 
among Many Witneſſes, the very ſame commit Thou to 2, 2. 
mh Men, who ſhall be able to teach Others alſo. But 
in the 


h and laſt Place, You are to adviſe, and conſult 
with your Brerhren, for the better Diſcharge of all 
This. When the Church labour'd under a Difficulry, 
with reſpect ro Obſerving the Ceremonial Law, tis 
ſaid, The Apoſtles, and Elders came together to conſider ,q, ,. 
of This Matter, They did not, any One particular A- 5 © 
poles by himſelf, determine the Point; Tho', what 
ut even One Infallible Perſon had declar'd, muſt have 
decided the Controverſy ; but they came together, viz. 
the Apoſtles and Elders, to confider, Zellen ad- 
viſe, and argue the Caſe, one with another; and, this 
Way, did they Teach Us, what all ſucceeding Mini- 
ſters 


__ _- x, ſters ſhould do, let em be ever ſo Eminent, vix. Aſſo- 
 ___ © elare together in Caſes of Difficulty, and Importance; 
- ..; -« that, the Affairs of Chriſt's Kingdom, Church, and In- 
» uo core may be more Etfectually ſecur'd, and manag'd 
by Every One in his particular Place, and Station: 
1 Cor, 14, As therefore. the Spirits of the Prophets are Subject to the 
31. Prophets; ſo, are you to agree, or adviſe with your Bre- 
Mat. 18. thren, & touching any Thing of Difficulty, or Importauce, 
19. that you are either to Ask, or Do. Theſe, Sir, are the 
ſeveral Parts of that Work, that is committed ro Your 
Charge, But let me intrear you, 
24h, To take a View of the Way, and Manner, how 
this Work of Yours is to be Diſcharg'd, or Perform d: 
Vou are ?0 take heed to it. Lis ſufficient, in Charges 


human Laws take Cognizance only of the Ourward 
Act: Bur conſider, Sir, That You are under a Law 10 
God, and not without Lam to Chriſt, who knows the 
ao do it : and if the People are to take heed, how they 
ear; it concerns Ju to take heed ro Your Miniſtry, 
how you diſcharge it. And, a e 
1ſt, Let a ſerious Spirit run thro' all Your Admini- 
. . trations, as One deeply ſenſible of your Maſter's Eye, 
and of your Own Concern in all you do of This Na- 
rure : Yea, what Coneern theſe Things are of to 
You, and Others. If any Man ſpeak, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
let him ſpeak, as the Oracles of God. Speak you then, 
and Act allo, as becomes the Oracles of God, you de- 
clare; and the Ordinances of Chriſt, you diſpenſe to 
Others. Let your Mind, and Heart be in all the Parts 
of your Miniſterial Work, ev re i9;, Be in them, 
Body, and Soul together. Hoc age, Mind Your Work 
in good Earneſt, and take heed of trifling, when You 

are about ſuch vaſt Concerns. _ „ 
24ly, Set about Your Work with 4 Milling Mind, 
and a moſt free Inclination. Make it Your Pleaſure, 
and let every particular Service be the Matter of your 
Choice, as well as Duty. If God ſays in the Courſe of 
his Providence: Whom ſhall T ſend? viz, upon this, or 
that particular Errand : do You reply, Lord, ſend me : 
not from a vain Conceit, that you can do better, than 
Others: But by Way of Chearful Compliance with 
his Call. Dont look upon Your Work as a Burden, 
| | Lf 


of a Civil Nature, that the Work itſelf be done; fince 


Heart; and Obſerves not only Hhat you do, but How. 


fare 
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or the ſeveral Parts of it as ſo many Tasks, which you . 
perform, more out of Conſtraint, than Willinghj, or rather 1 Pet. 5. 2. 
for filthy Lucre, than from 4 Ready Mind; but look n 
upon your on a moſt delighrful Exerciſe : for 
then only can it expected, Your Heart ſhould be 
in it; and without this Willingneſs, you loſe your 1 Cor. 3. 
Reward. <8 | 17. 

34ly, Let a Concern for God's Glory in the Salvation 
of Souls be the main Principle, that Animates you here- 
to. Here, Sir, You behold a Degenerate, Miſerable 


World, revolted from its Sovereign, and expos d ro 


his Wrath : This you find in your Own Caſe ; This 

you know to be the Caſe of Others: As therefore 
Concern for Your Self, engages You to return ro him; 

ſo, let a Real Concern, in reſpett to Others, ſtir you 

up to deal with Them upon the ſame Account; know- , Cor. 
ing the Terrors of the Lord, do you perſuade Men. Pity 11. 
their {ad Stare by Nature. Reſent the Affronts of In- 


$» 


finite Majeſty ; Engage therefore in the Work before 


You. for this very Reaſon, and with this Deſign, that 
You may, according to your Ability, prevent the Mi- 
ſery of Immortal Souls, and retrieve the Honour of 
God's Government in the World; ler ſuch a Concern 
" this actuate you thro the Whole of Your Work. 

gain, | 

4thly, Be Diligent, and Reſolute in the Diſcharge of 
it. Lay out Your ſelf in Your Maſter's Work, and 
Service: Give Nour Self Wholly to it, and be willing to 1 Tia. 4. 
ſpend Your ſelf, and be ſpent in it. Let not any Part of 14. 
it be wav'd as too Difficult, or Dangerous for you to 2 Coy. 12. 
undertake. Therefore, faith the Apoſtle, we both Lab.ur, 15. 
and ſuffer Reproach. Here's Labour, and Diligence; 1 II. 4- 
Yea, Courage, and Reſolution, requiſite in a Work 10. 
of this Nature. We muſt rake heed of doing the 
Work of the Lord Neg/zgently, whether out of Lazineſs, Jer. 48. 
or Fear. Endure Hardneſs, was the Apoſtle's Charge, 10. 
as 4 good Soldier of Feſus Chriſt. Chriſtianity is a Ser- 2 477. 2. 
vice, and Warfare, and can the Miniſtry be any 3* 


Other? Let me then commit rhe ſame Charge to You, 


that you do this good Work, and War this good Wars 1 Tim. 
- | 1. 13. 
5thly, You muſt continue in Your Work ro the very 
Laſt. Nothing but Death, or an Utter Incapacity 
will diſcharge You. You are nor to take up this 

5 | Work 


2 
TEL 


AC nE, Go. 
Work only for a Seaſon, and then to lay it down again 
Luke 9, At Pleaſure. You have ſet your Hand to the Plough, and 
62. Vo are not ſo much as to look back, for he that Iooketh 
Eros. back, is not fit for the Kingdom" of God. Tour Ear is bor d 
" 21. 6. do his Service, and Du muſt continue a Servant for ever, 
If either Fear of Trouble, or Proſpect of Advantage 
prevail with You to lay down Your Miniſtry, you de- 
2 {err that Poſt, and quit that Station, which rhe Lord of 
Mal. 2. 7. Hoſts, whoſe Meſſenger Jou are, hath not only plac'd, but 
fix d you in, and you break the Obligation, you have 
brot Your ſelf under at ſuch a Time as this. But let 

me again intreat you, 44 IP 
34h, To take a View of the End, you are to purſue 
in this Work:You are to fulfil it. And here I have Re- 
gard nor only to the Propoſing, 'but Obtaining this End, 
viz, the Glory of God in the Salvation of Souls. That 
vou 3 7 to Eye This, is not to be queſtion d: but with 
KReſpect to the Obtaining of it, in the Succeſs of Your 
Endeavours; Be neither roo Careleſs, nor too Anxious. 
I t, Be not too Careleſs. Succeſs is moſt certainly a 
very valuable Bleſſing in a Concern. of This Nature: 
What We ſhould moſt Earneſtly defire, and purſue af- 


„ 
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ter, Yea, the very Heart .- Deſire, and Prayer of à Faith- 


Rom. 10. ful Miniſter is, that his People mighi be ſaved, and that 

1. none might periſh. Let this be Tour Concern. And, 
to this End, 5 | | | 3 | 

1ſt, Try all Ways, and Methods poſſible. Let nor 

Want of. Succeſs be owing to Negligence in Vour 

2 Tim. 4. Work. Let me earneftly charge you to preach the 

Ts-2 Word; Be inſtant, in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, reprove, 

. rebuke, exhort, with all Long Juffering, and Dorm, O, 

Sir! The Diſplay of God's Mercy in the Salvation of 

bur One Soul, is infinitely more Worth than all your 

Care, and - Pains can amount ro, If any Thing, any 

Alttempt, any Meaſures may bur have a ſaccefsful Ten. 

dency, do you readily underrake ir. Prepare Your 

Self, Adminiſter Ordinances ; and apply perſonally to 

t 8 if by any Means You may fave a Soul from 


prevf 1a, dj), Seek, that ſpiritual Wiſdom, which conſiſts in 
30. Mining Souls: That Spirit of Underſtanding, that Tongue 
Iſa. 11.2. of the, Learned, which may moſt effectually prevail. 


Chap. 50. Chooſe your Subjects. Frame your Arguments. Adapt 
pour Expreſſions. Obſerve Tempers, MITE 


© a 
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A CHARGE, Mc. 
And Manage all your Attempts upori Sinners in the 
moſt dezrrous Manner poſſible. The Wiſdom of this 
World will indeed hinder, rather than promore your 
Succeſs : bur true, ſpiritual; and divine Wiſdom is 
not only Uſeful, but Neceſſary hereto, that you may 
take the moſt proper Way, and Uſe the beſt Means to 
obtain this End. | | 

3dly, Make Sinners ſenſible that you really ſeek 
their Good, and earneftly defire their Welfare. 
The Apoſtle, we find, is frequent in his Profeſ- 


fions offthis Nature. Thar he ſought not Theirs but Them. 2 


And That he tould willingly impart, not the Goſpel Only, 


Cor. 12. 
That his Heart was enlarged towards Them, That he 14. 
would ſpend Himſelf, and be ſpent for Them. That God Chap. 6. 
was his Witneſs, how greatly he longed for Them. Thar 122 
he even travail'd in Birth, until Chriſt was formed in Them. Chap. 12+ 
Thar They were in his Heart to die, and to live with Them. 18 


Phil. 1.3: 


but his very Soul to Them. So great was his Love to * 


Them! This Argument is NN moſt powerful, 


5.19. 
4 76 


and prevailing ; 3. e. moſt likely to ſucceed with Sin- 1 The,. x. 
ners, What even Self-Love inclines them to hearken 3. 


to, and whar they are ſcarce able to withſtand. Let 


then the ſame Love, and Concetn for them appear in 
your Carriage, and Converſation with Them, in your 
Reſpect to em, in your Peaceableneſs amongſt em, 
and in your Meekneſs towards Them, Yea, in your 
being willing ro do any Thing that lies in Your 
Power for Them. But, = - 

4thly, Let Mildneſs, and Impartiality together, be vi- 


ſible in all your Applications ro em. Let ir appear in- 


deed, and let Sinners themſelves know, that you really 
Love Them, are concern'd for them, and would do any 
Thing for Their Good: Bur yet let Them, ar the fame 
time, perceive that this Concern, and Love will not ſuffer 
you to ler em be quiet, or eaſy in their guilry State. 


That you would gladly become all Things to all Men, but 1 Cor. 9. 
then ir muſt be in Order to gain Some: and That you 22. 


dare do Nothing to harden any One in his wicked 
Courſe, or encourage him to perſiſt in his Unbelief, 
and Impenitency. If in Faithfulneſs you muſt warn 
Them; yet do it with Meekneſs: and, while you are 


Gentle towards Men, give no Countenance ro any - 


One's Luſts : Let me charge you before God, and the 7 4 
Fe- 


42 ACnance, c. 
: Tim. 5. Jeſus Chriſt, and the Elet Angels, that you obſerve theſe 
I, 


Things without preferring One before Another, doing No- 
2 Tim. 2. thing by Partiality, and Vet in Meekneſs inſtructing Them 


25. that Oppoſe Themſelves. This is the moſt likely Way, 


in which to expect, that God will give 'em Repentance to 

the Acknowledgment of the Truth. 85 
5thly, Take heed of contradicting that in your Life, 
1 Tim. which you teach em from the Pulpit. Take heed to 
4.16. Dur Self, to Your Practice, and Converſation, as well 
as to Nur Dofrin, and Miniſtry, that ſo Du may both 
ſave Your Self, and Thoſe, that hear You. You are never 
likely to ſucceed, if you have no Regard to Your Own 
Carriage, and Deportment. Men are Generally more 
Ver. 12. led by Example, than Precept. Be You then an Exam- 
| ple to Others in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Faith, 
in Purity. Confirm that by Your Own Act, and Deed, 
which You urge Others to in the Courſe of Your Mi- 
niſtry. Remember that Miniſters, if they would do 
1 Pet. 5. any Good here, or Receive a Crown of Glory hereafter, 
3, 4. muſt be Examples to the Flock. And let it not be ſaid of 
Matt. 23. You, as it was of the Phariſees of Old, and is applica- 
2. ble to too Many now adays, that They ſay, but do Not. 
6thly, Beg of God, that He would make You Succeſs- 
ful. Your Endeavours are of Themſelves inſufficient, 
without His Bleſſing. Tis His Spirit, and Grace, that 
muſt make Your Adminiſtrations reach the Hearts, 
and Spirits of Perſons. Be ſenſible of This, and en- 
2 Cor. 10, gage His Aſſiſtance in whatever You undertake ; That 
4. the Weapons of Tour Miniſterial Warfare may be mighty, 
. thro' Ged to the caſting down of Imaginations, and every 
high Tring that exalts itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, 
and Obedience of Chriſt. Be ſolicitous, and Earneſt, 
that while You Teach, and Labour, He Himſelf would 
Job 36. Teach, and Work; For None teacheth like Him. Pray, 
22. that the Word, you deliver, may be, not only for the 
I Tbeſ. 2. Matter of it, but with Reſpect. to its Efficacy, His 
13. Word, and Goſpel, chat it may Effectually Work, and 


Rom. 1. Appear to be His Power to the Salvation of Souls. But, 
2dly, If, after all, You have no Succeſs in this Caſe, 
be not too Anxious, or Dejected. "Tis a Concern indeed, 


16. 


that may affect, and afflict us, that we ſee ſo little Fruit 


be your Caſe, pray conſider, 
| . 1ſt, 


of our Labours, or Trayail of our Souls. Bur, if this 
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A CranRcGs, &c. 43 

1#, *Tis not Tours alone. Tis a Complaint, as Old. 

as the Prophet Iſaiah. N ho hath believed our Report 2 Iſa. 53.1. 
and to Whom is the Atm of the Lord revealed? Nay, tis 


— 


What our Saviour 1 complain d of. I have C hap. 65. 
Aude out my Hands a 


the Day long to a Rebellious People, 2: 

nd there have been very Few of his Miniſters, from 
the Apoſtles to This Day, tho' ever ſo Diligent, and 
Faithful, but who, in ſome Reſpect, or Other, have had 
Reaſon to make the ſame Complaint. 


2dly, Conſider, that Duty is Tours, but Succeſs is the 
Lord's, He hath made ir Your Dury ro Work, and 


Labour, and to endeavour after Succeſs : Bur, when 


you have done this, You are to be farisfy'd ; and leave 

it to Him, to do, as he pleaſeth, with Reſpect to Suc- 

ceſs. Paul may Plant, and Apollos may Water, but tis 1 Cor. 3. 
God, that muſt give the Increaſe. And therefore, tho 5. 
Miniſters are Inſtruments, by whom Perſons believe; 6. 7. 
Yer they are bur Inſtruments, and muſt not think ro 
preſcribe ro Him, who is the Principal Agent, and Phil. 2. 


Mork of his good Pleaſure, whenever he doth Work. 13. 


34ly, Conſider, that there is no Inſtztution of his, that 
ſhall be altogether in Vain, or without Succeſs in all Re- 
ſpects. If you are not Inſtrumental ro the Converſion 
of Sinners, you may be ſo to the Edification of Saints. 
Yea, tis much to be queſtion'd, whether there be One 
Sermon, One Ordinance, or One Opportunity, that 
do's no manner of Good at all: And, ſhould nor the 
Good preſently appear, it may afterwards ſpring up, 
and diſcoyer itſelf. The Mord, that goeth forth out of Iſa. 55. 
his Mouth, and is diſpenc'd by you, ſhall not wholly re- 11. 
turn Void, bur it ſhall accompliſh that, which He pleaſeth, 
and the very Thing, that he was pleas'd to ſend it for, 
4thly, Conſider, Thar if you diſcharge your Duty Faith- 
fully, you are accepted of him, tho you have little Succeſs, 
Tho Iſrael be not gathered, yet is your Reward ſecure, 
Then ſaid I, was the Propher's Complaint, or rather Iſa. 49. 
Chriſt's by the Prophet, I have labour'd in vain, and 4, 
ſpent my Strength for Nought, Tet, ſurely, my Fudgment is . 
with the Lord, and my Work with my God. And, faith 
the Apoſtle, M'è are a ſweet Savour to God, both in Them, 2 Cor. 2. 
that are ſaved, and in Them, that periſh. God is well 16. 
pleaſed in Us, if we do our Work, tho' Sinners periſh 
under our Adminiſtrations. | 


L 


G 2 Sthly, 


5 thly, Conſider, That Your Want of Succeſs may make 


26, 27. your Negligence. This very Complaint, that is fo apt to 
diſcourage us, oughr 8 r to make Us ſenſible, how 
much we fail in our o 
Earneſt, with God, for his Bleſſing, and with Sinners, for 
their Compliance : Thar if, at One Time, and, in ſome 
Caſes, our Endeavours are Fruitleſs, they may nor be, 
always, and, in all Caſes, ſo, But let me Once more 
intreat you, in the 

4th, and last Place, To take a View of the Obligation, 


fulfil it. As Tou have receivd it in the Lord. This the 
Apoſtle ſubjoins, nor barely by Way of Appoſition, to 
fill up the Sentence, but of Argument, to engage us to a 
Faithful Diſcharge of our Duty. And, | 
1/t, Conſider, What you have rv, viz. a Mi- 
niſtry, or Service : The very Notion of which re- 
quires Diligence, and Care. Shall a Servant neglect 
Luke 12. his Work, or trifle about his Buſineſs ? and will nor 
47- his Lord take Norice of ir, and puniſh his Negli- 
gence ? Do you profeſs Your Self a Servant of God, 
1 Cor. 4. and Miniſter of Chriſt? and ſhould not this very Cha- 
7. racter ſtix you up to ſer about, and mind the Work, 
you have to do? He can be no Servant in Reality, 
wharever ke pretends to be, who is for minding, or do- 
ing Nothing, / | 
2dly, Conſider the v4ſt Concerns, that this Miniſtry 
do's eſpecially Regard. The Concerns of Immortal 
Souls, of an Eternal World, of a Glorious Goſpel, and 
of the Intereſt,” Church, and Kingdom of Chriſt ; which 
are, all of em, far above the Concerns of Life, whether 
in their Excellence, or Importance: and therefore, 
having this Miniſtry, a Miniſtry of ſuch a Nature, and 
Cor. 4.1. Conſequence, we ought neither to faint under Difficul- 
ties, nor be negligent in our Adminiſtrations. If we 
rrifle abour ſuch Important Things, we are moſt inex- 
cuſable, | ; 
3adly, Conſider, it is a Miniſtry Receiv'd, a Truſt 
committed to You, and a Charge iutruſted with You, 
to be kept, and faithfully diſcharg'd. Ir is a Talent 
ur into Your Hands, which accordingly You are to 
improve, and make a right Uſe of; and if you do it 
not, you are an unjuſt Steward, and an unfaithful Ser- 
: | vant. 


nne Oc... 


Matt. 25. you Diligent ; but take heed of pleading it in Excuſe for 


„and engage us to be more 


You lie under, to take heed ro Your Miniſtry, that you 


C ˙”¾7/ꝙoUↄ Dt. £5... 


Er 


ceſſity is laid upon You, and therefore Woe unto Dou, if you 17. 
preach not the Goſpel. 


Office, to engage him to a Diligent Improvement, and 
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vant, A Diſpenſation is Committed to Du; and fo a Ne 1 Cor, 9. 


4thly, Conſider, of Whom You have receiv'd this 
Miniſtry, viz. of the Lord: even the Lord of Hoſts, and Mal. 2.7, 
Head of his Church: Who, as he obſerves, what you Ep. 5. 
do, and is concern'd for the Welfare of his Church; 23+ 
ſo, his Love, and Approbation is of infinitely more 
Concern ro You, than thar of the whole World ; and 
his Wrath more dreadful, than that of the moſt abſo- : 
lure Monarch upon Earth, Theſe can only Kill the Bady, Luke 14. 
whereas He can deſtroy. both Body and Soul in Hell. 5 

5thly, Conſider How You have received this Miniſtry 
from Him, viz. In the Lord. In that ſolemn, and 
awful Way, that he hath preſcribd ; the Senſe of 
which ſhould always abide upon Your Spirir, and Af- 
fect Your Heart. Negl/e& not the Gift, ſaith the Apoſtle 
ro Timothy, that was given Thee by Prophecy, with the 1 Tim. 4. 
Laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. He puts him in 14. 
Mind of the Solemnity of his Entrance upon this Sacred 


Diſcharge of it: and certainly we ſhould never loſe 
the Senſe of what We engage in, and engage to, at 
ſuch Times. | 

6#hly, Conſider the Aſſiſtance, he hath promis d You. 
That, as You have received this Miniſtry in the Lord, 
ſo in, aad by Him, you may be enabled to fulfil it. 
He hath given You the Aſſurance of his Preſence with Matt. 28. 
You. If you are bur Diligent, you ſhall not want for 20. 
Encouragement, even tho' you meet with Difficulties. 
You. have His Word, and you ſhall have his Spirit. 
They are both join'd together in the ſame Promiſe, and 
neither of them ſhall depart from Nu; if, by your Negli- 1/a. 59- 
gence, you do not provoke him to take away thoſe 21- 
Gifts, that you will nct Improve. | 

7thly, Conſider the Short Duration of that Service 
you are engaged in. Tis indeed for Life; but how 
uncertain is That! and therefore, as your Time, and 
Opportunities for Service will ſoon be over, ſo will 
your Difficulties, and Hardſhips end as ſoon. You had 
need to improve what Seaſons you have; and you may 
be aſſur d, the ſharpeſt Conflict, and Service will nor 3 
laſt long. Mhatever you have to do, you had need do with Eccleſ. 3. 3 
all your Might, and in a little Time, your Labour and 10. 4 
Trouble will all be over. 8thly, 
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give, and the Iſſue of thar Account. Ve, that are Mi- 
niſters, as well as our People, muſt, all of us, appear 
before tlie Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt ; and then we ſhall be 
either approv'd, as Faithful; or rejected, as wicked 
and ul Servants. We had need then to take heed 
a0 the Miniſtry, We have received in the Lord, that 
Me fullfil it; that we may have the Approbation, and 
not fall under the Condemnation of Him, who now 
hath intruſted us with it; and will e erlong require an 
Account of it at our Hands. Take heed then to this 
Miniſtry, which you have receiv'd from the Lord, that 
you fulſil, or make full Proof of it. 
Let me now ſubjoin a few Words of Advice to you, 
the People of this Congregation, who are The Charge, 
with, and about whom the Concern of our Dear Bro- 
ther moſt pecultarly lies. I would cloſe all with only 
this Threefold Exhortation: 1 
lit, Bleſs God for the Advantage of a ſtanding Goſ- 
1 Sad is the Caſe of thoſe Parts of the 
World, chat are left entirely to the Dim Light of Na- 
ture, which is Darkneſs itſelf in Matters, that relate to 
the Salvation of Guilty Creatures; Whereas he has gi- 


den his Word, his Statutes, and his Fudgments to You. 


Yea, the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation itſelf was 4 Veil, 
fo thick, that tbe Children of Iſrael could not ſee to the 
End of thoſe Things, that are aboliſp d; Whereas you are 
bleſs d with the clear Light of the Goſpel, And many 
Places there _ who — but, e ben. then, the 
Opportunity of enjoying this great Privilege; whereas 
you may go in, and out, and find Paſture, You have 
One fix d among You, who is able, and prepar d to ad- 
miniſter all Ordinances in their Seaſon. Look upon it, 
as a great Mercy, and bleſs God, who hath beſtow'd 
it upon You. | 2 
 2dly, Improve the Advantage to Your Spiritual Bene- 
fir. This is che beſt Way to ſhow your Value for the 
Privilege, and ro expreſs Your Gratitude for the Mer- 
Cy, To Day, therefore, if you will bear bis Voice, harden 
not your Hearts, This, even This n the Accepted Time, 
Th n the Day of Salvation: O then, receive not the Grace 
of God in Vain. Be ready to atrend upon all Opportu- 
nities, chat are offer d : Let your Attendance be ſeri- 
ous : and let it be your Concern to grow under the 
| N 5 Means. 
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Means. Be willing, and deſirous to enjoy che Benefit . = 
of Al! Chriſt's Ordinances, even Thoſe, that are more 
Peculiar, as Well as Such, as are more Commonz 
and live not in the Neglect of any One, thar he has 
appointed. They were Al inſtituted, and are given 


for Your Advantage, and Comfort; and therefore are ZI, +, 
They Al to be obſerv'd, and iniprov'd by You. And 6. 


3dly, Encourage him, Whoſe Labours you enjoy. En- 

conrage him by your Love, and Reſpect to him; by 

your Value for his Gifts, and Performances; by your 

Chearful Arrendance upon his Adminiſtrations; by your 

Ready Compliance with his Counſel, and Direction; by | 
your Peace, and Concord among Your Selves ; and by 1 Thef. 
your Exemplary Lives, and Converſations : Yea, by 1. 3. 

your Earneſt Prayers for the Succeſs of his Labours, 
and by your liberal Support of his Miniſtry among Cbep. 3. x. 
You: You ſee, my Friends, how ſolemn the Charge, Phil. 4. 
how important the Work, and how great the Burden 10. 
is, chat is laid upon him: Do You, what you can, ro 
make it both Eaſy, and Pleaſant ro him. Strengthen 
his Hands, and Encourage his Heart, that he may de- 
light in his Work, and have the more Ground to hope 
that he ſhall not Labour in Vain, nor ſpend his Strength 
for Nought. | 


And may the great Shepherd of his Sheep make You both 
a Bleſſing, and Comfort to Each Other ! 
May He Long Continue his Servant, „as an eminent In- 


ſtrument for the Converſion, Edification, and Salvati- 
on of many Souls! | | 
May You Long rejoice under the Light, and Advantage of John g. 
by Miniſtry ! Tea, | ; $4 
May both He, and You join at laſt, and that forever, in 
in the very Tranſports of Adoration, Love, and Foy, . Thef: 2. 
before the Throne of God, and in his Temple above! 9 . 
Amen] and Amen | 
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